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Did ‘Palace Politics’ lead to VBT 
paying $650,000 in civil rights law suit? 


By Rosemary K. Otzman 
Independent Editor 

Some say it was Van Buren Township’s 
“Palace Politics” that led to the six-month 
water shut off for residents of the Lakeview 
Motel in 2013. 

And, that shut off led to the recent 
$650,000 settlement by the township in a 
civil rights lawsuit in federal court. 

Those splitting up the settlement were 
Paul Bevins, owner of Lakeview Motel; 
his ex-girlfriend Deborah Sutherland; and 
motel tenants Doreen Meyers Corp, Corey 
Budek, Kenneth James Pfeiffle, and Robert 
Bleeker. 

Two of the tenants are using their money 
to go back to school and one is using the 
funds for medical treatment. 

Their attorneys were DiPietro & Day of 
Belleville, co-counsel Hugh M. Davis and 
Cynthia Heenan, and Sutherland’s attorney 
Robert S. Mullen. 

Defendants, besides the Charter Township 
of Van Buren, were Director of Planning 
and Economic Development Arthur 
Mullen; Building, Plumbing and Electrical 
Inspector for the township Judy Fields; 
Director of Public Works James Taylor, who 
is responsible for oversight and operation 
of the township water system; and Lt. John 
Doe, a sworn VBT police officer, whose 
exact identity is unknown. 

The plaintiffs were seeking damages for 
a violation of their civil rights, deprivation 
of property, and wrongful eviction. 

VBT police evicted those who lived at the 
motel and the township shut off the water 
to the motel for six months without any 
previous notice, hearing, or court order of 
any kind. 

Among the many sworn depositions taken 
for this case were more than a dozen by 
township employees who explained what 
happened from their points of view. 

Looking back, people place most of the 
blame on Arthur Mullen, the former director 
of planning and economic development, 
who directed police to evict the residents, 
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which occurred around 7 p.m. on May 24, 
2013, the Friday before Memorial Day. 
Mullen had been hired in February 2013 
to fill in for previous director Terry Carroll 
who had been fired after the new supervisor 
took over. Supervisor Linda Combs put 
out a call to the Michigan Association of 
Planners for someone to fill in on the job 
and a former township employee at MAP 
suggested Mullen. Mullen was also known 
by VBT DDA Director Susan Ireland 
because they were both on the MAP Board. 
Mullen had no experience in the position, 
but the board, by a unanimous vote, gave 
him the job permanently in early May. 


(continued on page 13) 


VBT Clerk Wright 
comments on law suit, 
$650,000 settlement 


By Rosemary K. Otzman 
Independent Editor 
Van Buren Township Clerk Leon Wright 
is the township’s representative to the 
Michigan Municipal Risk Management 
Authority (MMRMA), the insurance group 
covering VBT. 

According to its website, MMRMA is 
a public entity self-insurance pool that 
provides liability and property coverage 
to municipal governmental entities across 
Michigan. 

Clerk Wright said after the $650,000 
settlement was approved in the Civil Rights 
law suit brought by Paul Blevins and his 
tenants, the MMRMA is requiring some 
best-practices reports from those directors 
involved at the township. 

Wright said he had a meeting with 
Public Safety Director Greg Laurain, DPW 
Director James Taylor, the new Planning 
and Economic Development Director 
Ron Akers, and his new Deputy Director 


(continued on page 11) 
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Independent photo by Rosemary K. Otzman 
Rhonda Dutton, left, and her granddaughter Jaylynn Dutton, 7, both of Sumpter Township, 
pose with Rhonda’s digital artwork depicting a smiling dog during the recent Community 
Art Show at the BYC, put on by the Belleville Area Council for the Arts. 
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Belleville High School Productions will 
present “12 Angry Men” on Thursday, 
Friday, and Saturday, Nov. 19, 20, and 21, 
at the BHS Auditorium. Curtain time is 7 
p.m. on Thursday and Friday and 1:30 p.m. 
on Saturday. Tickets are available at the 
door at $8 for adults and $7 for students 
and seniors. The play is about a jury that 
is deliberating on a murder case in which a 
young man is accused of killing his father 
and faces the death penalty. 
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Enroll in Our Summer Program 


SUMPTER aie 
. COLLISION For children ages 21⁄2 to 12 years. 


“A Family Tradition Since 1957” We offer: 


Pre-School 

2 Directors 

We Accept DHS 

No Registration Fee 


Owner a e 38 Years Experience & Qualified Teachers. 
241 585 Sumpter Rd. XE; \ Open Mon.-Fri - 6am - 6pm 
Belleville, MI 48111 a 41505 S. I-94 Service Drive 


Belleville, Michigan 48111 


November is 


k ae ft D 10% OFF TREE REMOVAL 
jim@sumptercollision.com Se gra JS OVER $300 w/AD* 
www.sumptercollision.com on — , 


on 
TODA 

Buy 3 Ads, Get 1 FREE! 

Call our Advertising Manager 


Bob Mytych Today! Z2ÆLKIXAXEW 


Tree Removal ¢ Tree Trimming 
Tree Pruning ° Brush Removal 
Stump Grinding ¢ Firewood 


Free Estimates ¢ Senior Discounts 
No Tree Too Big, No Tree Too Small 


734-391-8218 
Complete Auto Care 


We are located in the Professional Building (the old movie TNTTREE.COM 
theater building) across from Mr. Goofy’s Car Wash. *ONLY VALID AT TIME OF ESTIMATE. 


BEST CHINNE 
“Ee? @ ROOFNO CO. “EF 


CHIMNEYS BUILT - 
REPAIRED & CLEANED LICENSED ° INSURED 


ay LIC # 40800 
SCREENS INSTALLED EN 


TUCK POINTING Š SAVINGS. 


2 
VISA 


SER VING BELLEVILLE & 
RESIDENTIAL === SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN 


SA WI 3 S PLAC E COMMERCIAL www. bestchimneyandroofing.com 
FAMILY DINING VIOLATIONS CORRECTED 134-242-2992 


Ei 


541 E. Huron River Drive èe Belleville, MI 48111 


ROOFING & GUTTERS 


fiw [Belleville 


| Mon-Fri 6am-11am. Not valid on specials. With coupon only. 
© © 
CC@P Leasing Phone: 734-699-8676 
Join Our Waitlist:1-800-593-3052 


: From 11am- 10pm Everyday : "is 
i N 
' Any Purchase of $25 or More ' "Coupon may not be combined. Dine-in only. Expires 12/31/2015, | 

CSI SUPPORT & DEVELOPMENT Monday - Friday-8:30am-5:30pm 
Affordable Rental Communities for Seniors 


! Dine-in only. With coupon. Not valid with ni onaltnct CJ 96 ` 
any other offer. One coupon per visit. One : Mini Breakfast - $2.25 
w3 >= TTD Phone: 1-800-348-7011 


coupon per table. Expires 12/31/2015 
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ire 
Try Our Delicious Homemade Stir Faya. 


' il ! 

' Mini pj ! Greek Salads, Stuffed Cabbage, 

i Minimum S450 Purchase ı Perogies & Other Polish Combos 
Not valid on specials. With coupon only. Coupon may + 


tilt ombied Dreingah bora puas | ° AN You Can Eat Fish - $9.99 Everyday "msa Email; seniorhousing@csi.coop 
een... * Daily Lunch & Dinner Specials Website: www.csi.coop f2 
6 ee 


q 
q 1 
' With purchase of beverage per person | 
Mon-Fri 6am-11am. Not valid on specials. With coupon only. —! 
! Coupon may not be combined. Dine-in only. Expires 12/31/2015 i 
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School Board gives 2% bonus to 
teachers, plus another half-step in pay 


By Rosemary K. Otzman 
Independent Editor 

On Monday in a special board meeting 
the Van Buren Public Schools Board 
of Education approved a 2% bonus for 
teachers, plus a half-step pay raise for 
them, taking a total of $749,468 from the 
budget. 

The 2% bonus is an off-schedule payment 
for last school year, 2014-15, and will 
be given in a lump sum on Dec. 4. Total 
budget implication is $466,120. 

The half-step pay raise for the 2015-16 
school year has a budget implication of 
$283,348. 

Human Resources Director Shonta 
Langford-Green said this half-step payment 
is in addition to the half-step increase 
ratified on June 3 between the district and 
Van Buren Education Association, so they 
are getting a full step this year. 

She said the payout is retroactive from 
Aug. 28, the first pay of the 2015-16 school 
year, and will continue on the remaining 
checks. The back payment will be on the 
Dec. 18 paycheck. 

“We’re still 2.6% down on their salary 
schedule,” Green said. 

Trustee Sherry Frazier said the board is 
happy to honor its word. After salary cuts, 
board members said when it had the money 
it would try to get them whole again. 

Trustee Kathy Kovach said she was 
glad the board was able to do this for the 
teachers since they are the ones who have 
to do all the new things that keep having 
to be done. 

“We think it’s the right thing to do,” said 
School Supt. Michael Van Tassel. 

“And, just in time for Christmas,” said 
board vice president Martha Toth. 

“This is a lot more fun than that meeting 
where we had to take something from 


everyone,’ Trustee Kovach said. 

Green said once administrators got the 
budget amendments, they saw they could 
give the bonus right before Christmas. It 
won’t increase the salaries. 

The board first approved the 2015-16 
budget amendments presented by Director 
of Finance Shareen Barker for the general 
fund and other school funds. 

The general fund amendments included 
a loss in revenue of $166,188 for the cut in 
state foundation allowance when there were 
22 fewer students this fall than budgeted, at 
$7,554 each. 

The salaries/benefits adjustments for 
contract changes, teacher coaches, and 
elementary interventionists totalled 
$617,000. 

Carry overs from the 2014-15 budget 
were a $408,763 boiler, $132,127 BHS 
sound system, and $524,805 warehouse 
fire claim that were started in the last fiscal 
year and completed this year. 

Also, the district bought two buses at 
$170,000. 

The total additional expenses were 
$1,508,652, so the fund balance was 
reduced from $8,089,544 in June to an 
estimated $6,580,892 on June 30, 2016, 
13.17% of the total budget. 

Barker said the auditors recommend a 15% 
fund balance and the state recommends 
from 10% to 15%. 

Revenue in the amended budget is 
$46,491,189, down from the actual 
$47,687,305 in the audited 2014-15 
budget. 

On Monday, the board also heard reports 
from Director of Instruction Jeff Moore 
on math power standards and a vision 
of how the district supports students in 
overcoming obstacles to reaching academic 
achievement goals. 


Belleville Area District Library sets 
special meeting for Tuesday, Nov. 24 


By Rosemary K. Otzman 
Independent Editor 

The Belleville Area District Library 
Board has set a special board meeting for 
7:30 p.m., Tuesday, Nov. 24, to discuss 
what officials at the city of Belleville think 
of options for upgrading the present library 
or building a new library downtown. 

At the board’s regular meeting on Nov. 
10, architect Dan Whisler said a meeting 
with city officials was set for Nov. 13. The 
library representatives were to be asking 
the city about the possibility of closing 
Fourth Street as part of the building plan. 

The Dec. 8 regular meeting will have 


bond counsel discussing options for bonds, 
so the board decided a special meeting was 
necessary to keep plans moving along. 

At the Nov. 10 meeting, architect Whisler 
presented three library options, A, B andC, 
all two-story plans. All required the plot of 
land next door at 360 Charles Street owned 
by Belynda Domas of H&B Bookkeeping 
& Tax Service. 

Domas was present at the meeting and 
said the Kroger project, Shops at Bellevillle 
LLC, optioned to buy her property for 
$215,000, and then in 2008 the whole 
thing fell through. She said in July 2013 

(continued on page 17) 


Independent photos by Rosemary K. Otzman 
A large crowd turned out at the Belleville Moose Lodge on Nov. 7 to honor veterans. Kathie 
Steigerwald of the David C. Brown Funeral Home presented 10 placques to those who 
helped with the special Thunder Rolls event on Memorial Day at the Veterans’ Monument 
in Belleville. Then Steigerwald presented a $1,000 check each to the Belleville VFW 
and PLAV veterans groups. This represented the money earned in the motorcycle ride 
that day. She also presented a $500 check to Chapter G Goldwings Touring Association. 
Steigerwald said six members of Homeland Security and her husband did all the work 
in the kitchen for the sphagetti dinner served. From left are Kathie Steigerwald, Shelly 
Brown-Chudzinski, David C. Brown and Martha Brown. Steigerwald has been putting on 
the motorcycle ride as a benefit for veterans in Belleville for 11 years. 
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On Friday, Van Buren Township Clerk Leon Wright swore in new VBT Police Officer 
Gabriel Brandel, a resident of Novi who most recently served as a police officer for the 
Huron Clinton Metro Parks at Kensington Park. Brandel, 28, is a certified fire fighter 
and graduated from the police academy in 2014. He is a highly decorated member of the 
Michigan National Guard and served a tour of duty in Afghanistan, 2011-12. He holds a 
bachelor of science in Criminal Justice and has worked as an auxiliary police officer and 
dispatcher. At left is his wife Leandra. 


Editorial 
VBT to get rid of 
fire dept. duty crew 


At Tuesday’s Van Buren Township Board 
meeting, Don Schoenberger read a Nov. 13 
letter from Ethan Vinson, the township’s 
insurance/contract attorney, to the fire 
department’s union representative and 
others: 

“As you may be aware, the Public Safety 
Millage Proposal was voted down in the 
recent election. As a result thereof, the 
township Board has decided to implement 
certain cost-reduction measures. One of 
which will be the elimination of the duty 
crew. However, before such a change is 
implemented, we recognize that we will 
have a duty to bargain about the effects 
such a change will have upon the bargaining 
unit. Accordingly, please provide me with 
dates you are available to meet as soon as 
possible.” 

Schoenberger said the elimination of the 
duty crew because voters turned down the 
6.5-mill tax is a scare tactic. He said the 
present millage is effective through 2016. 

Schoenberger said the fire chief wants 
a part-time administrative assistant so you 
can call a secretary to say there’s a fire, but 
nobody will be available to go to the fire. 
He said the township board said it needs 
money, but in the new budget everybody 
gets a raise. 

If the fire department goes back to only 
paid-per-call fire fighters, with nobody on 
duty at the fire halls, the response time will 
suffer, but the high blended-rate costs will 
be gone. Is that what needs to be done to 
get the budget under control? But, what 
about those who suffer in the process? 
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EXTRA THINGS | KNOW 


I received an email from Jay Scott last 
week: “Has anyone heard if there are plans 
of repairing Mcbride Road? It is in terrible 
shape for a school road. I feel like I could 
be driving on the moon.” 

Another parent, a mother, brought in 
pictures on her phone of McBride to 
show us how bad it is. There are huge 
holes covering the roadway and her car 
had damages last year and this year she’s 
driving her husband’s truck and it is getting 
damaged, too. 

She said because of the shift she works, 
the time when she drives her child to 
McBride Middle School is the only time 
she gets to see him during the day. 

A grandparent said she drives in to 
McBride school at the back of the school 
property, although it’s prohibited. She said 
the McBride roadway in front is so bad she 
can’t drive there. 

Bob Mytych, who delivers our 
Independents to McBride, said he has to 
drive on “idle” to make it back and forth to 
the school to take the papers in. He agrees 
the road is horrible. 

The mother said she has called Wayne 
County Roads to report it and was told that 
wasn’t their road. She said she called the 
VBT Supervisor’s office and they couldn’t 
help her, either. She was pretty frustrated 
by the time she got to us, hoping we could 
get somebody to care. 

kkk 
Maya’s restaurant was closed last Thursday 
and opened on Friday as Kabob Garden, 
under new ownership. The restaurant 
is located in the Davenport Center near 
the new Secretary of State office on East 
Columbia Avenue in Belleville. 
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OPINIONS 


...By Rosemary K. Otzman 
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I’ve been told that a Van Buren Township 
Police SUV hit a deer sometime last week. 
The car wasn’t badly damaged, I’m told, 
and the police officer is fine. 

xokk 

We’ve got our boxes for Toys for Tots 
and the volunteer that delivered them said 
he was also taking Toys for Tots boxes 
to the library, Remax Crossroads III, St. 
Anthony’s Catholic Church, Brown Funeral 
Home, and, possibly, the Moose Lodge. 

He said he’d be back on Dec. 15 or so 
to pick up the donations, or sooner if our 
boxes are full. Every year people dig deep 
and buy toys for this project of the Marine 
Corps Reserves. 

KKK 

We have an obituary this week for Ed 
Sala, who was my friend as we attended 
Belleville High School together and 
participated in the Methodist church’s 
youth group. He was our class president 
when our class of 1954 graduated. He was 
very smart and I admired that. 

I remember once Ed and I skipped school 
to go out door to door for our church group 
to collect food for the hungry. We were 
very idealistic. We never were boyfriend- 
girlfriend, but just good friends. 

I’msorry he has passed on, but I remember 
him with great fondness. Our world was 
better for him being here. 

xokk 


Charles Tackett called the other day from 


Florida to tell me he had called Wayne 
County Commissioner Al Haidous to ask 
him why he gave VBT Trustee Phil Hart 
an award from the county commission for 
retiring from Ford Motor Company. Charles 
has known Haidous since before he was 
elected commissioner. 
Charles said 
Commissioner Haidous 
told him that he got a 
phone call from VBT $ 
Trustee Jeff Jahr, who , 
he has known for a long f | ~ 
time as an attorney. 
Charles said Haidous told him Jahr asked 
him to get a county award for Hart for 
retiring after 38 years at Ford, so Haidous 
complied. 

Charles said he thinks Hart wants to run 
for VBT supervisor next fall and Jahr is 
supporting his efforts by getting Hart some 
publicity. 

Others who have retired from their jobs 
have told me they didn’t get any special 
award from the county for retiring and they 
wondered why Hart did. Now, you have 
the story. 

If you want an award from the county 
for retiring, just get Trustee Jahr to call his 
friend Commissioner Haidous. 

Talk about Palace Politics at VBT. 


KKK 
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HALL RENTAL AVAILABLE 


THE FAMILY FRATERNITY 


Columbia Court 
Apartments 


275 W. Columbia © Belleville 


For Studio Apartments Only. 
Accepting Applications for Individuals 62 & Older 
H.U.D. Guidlines Apply 
A Senior Facility of National Church Residences 
Affordable Housing + Sec 8-202 


Minutes From Shopping, Freeways & Restaurants 


Loyal Order of Moose * Women of the Moose * Moose Legion 


Belleville Family Center # 934 
45476 Harris Road 
Belleville, MI 48111 
bellevillemoose.com 

moose934@ yahoo.com 


Weekday & Weekend Rates 


Bartending Service Provided - 
Catering Available -- Ask for Tiff! 


Free Wi-Fi Hotspot! 


734-325-7799 


Members & Qualified Guests 


“When a friend is in trouble, don’t 
annoy him by asking if there is any 
thing you can do. Think up something 
appropriate and do it.” 
— Edgar Watson Howe 


“We begin the work of forgiveness primarily 
for ourselves.” 
-- Jack Kornfield 


BARBARA ROGALLE MILLER 
Attorney At Law 

321 Main Street 

Belleville, Michigan 48111 

(734) 697-4455 - Fax (734) 697-7177 


Belleville Tax & Accounting Service, Inc. 
Criss, Wilmarth & Parr, PC 


Certified Public Accountants 


Denise W. Baker, MSA, CPA 


Providing Services to Small Business and Individuals 
Small Business Accounting & Financial Statements 


Gayl Parr, CPA 


Payroll Services 
Business and Personal Tax Returns 


Small Business Advising and Start-Up Consultation 


Visit our website 
www. bellevilletaxservices.com 


Call Us Today! 
(734) 697-8000 


152 Main Street 
(in The Professional Building) 
Belleville, MI 48111 


Quickbooks Training and Support 


All major credit cards accepted 
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Food Closet sees more 
families in need 


To the Editor: 

The Belleville Food Closet is thankful 
for all our supporters in the Belleville area. 
During Meijer Simply Give Program last 
month, Meijer matched funds donated by 
customers. We raised $15,480. We also 
thank Belleville Meijer for their portion 
of the contribution and their continued 
support. 

Then, at the Harvest Fest on Oct. 10, those 
same supporters bought or sold or made 
sweet treats worth $815.30 to support the 
hungry in our area. 

The holidays are fast approaching and the 
Belleville Food Clost is in need of your help 
again. Each week we feed 35 families from 
Van Buren and Sumpter townships and the 
city of Belleville. 

During Thanksgiving and Christmas we 
provide our clients with a special bag of 
food to celebrate the holidays. Last year we 
provided 1,445 families (or 5,820 persons) 
with food and extra for the holidays. The 
average cost of one bag is $35. We are 
currently making 120 weekly bags and 120 
holiday bags for Thanksgiving. 

As the temperatures drop, we see more 
families in need. Just since Nov. 1, we have 
added eight families and 10 bags of food. 
This is just the beginning. 

The Belleville Food Closet is located in the 
Belleville First United Methodist Church, 
417 Charles Street, Belleville. The church 
office is open Monday through Thursday 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. to accept donations. 
The Belleville Food Closet distributes food 
on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays 
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., if you would like 
to donate or see the closet in operation. 
We accept all monetary donations, food or 
toiletries. 

Thanking you in advance for your 
thoughtful prayers and giving. 
In Christ, 
Jan Renton, Director 
Belleville Food Closet 


Tree of Remembrance 
ceremony is Monday 


To the Editor: 

The winter and holidays are fast 
approaching us. The holidays are often seen 
as a joyous occasion and a chance to come 
together with friends and family. But it can 
be a difficult time for anyone who is missing 
their deceased loved one. The prospect of 
facing the holidays without your loved one 
may cause anxiety and dread. Whether your 
loved one died recently or decades ago, the 
holidays bring forth powerful memories that 
may trigger your grief. We would like to 


Pleasing You, Pleases Us 


697-5222 
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help you. 

David C. Brown Funeral Home will 
be hosting a special remembrance memorial 
ceremony for the community. The “TREE 
OF REMEMBRANCE?” is a time to reflect 
and give honor to our loved ones during 
this holiday season. We invite you all on 
Monday, Nov. 23, to the Brown Family 
Center for this heartwarming ceremony. 
There will be a time beforehand inside the 
Center for fellowship and refreshments 
starting at 6:30 p.m. The ceremony will 
begin at 7 p.m. just outside the Center. 

Because it is outside please dress warmly. If 
you would like, please bring a weatherproof 
ornament in memory of your loved one. 
During the ceremony there will be a time in 
which you can decorate the tree with your 
ornament. 

So, gather the family and come out 
Monday evening for a comforting ceremony 
to celebrate your loved one. The Brown 
Family Center is two blocks east of the 
funeral home at 678 E. Huron River Dr., 
Belleville (734) 697-4500. 

Sincerely, 
David C. Brown Funeral Home/ Brown 
Family Center 


You’re invited to 
Democratic Club party 


To the Editor: 

Our local Southwestern Wayne Democratic 
Club representing Belleville City, Sumpter, 
Huron, and Van Buren Townships invite the 
community to our annual Holiday Dinner 
on Friday, Dec. 4, at 6 p.m. to socialize and 
support charities in our communities. 

The event will take place at UAW Local 
898, 8975 Textile Road, Ypsilanti, and 
tickets cost $25 for single or $40 per couple 
which includes dinner, door-prize ticket, 
beer, and wine. Entertainment, dancing, 
50/50, and raffle prizes are all part of the 
fun while raising money for local charities. 
Tickets are available at the door and we 
hope you can join us. 

Kevin McNamara, President 
Southwestern Wayne Democratic Club 
Executive Board 


Thank you to Country 
Pond, Country Walk 


To the Editor: 
CubScout Pack 924 who meetatRawsonville 
Elementary School would like to thank the 
residents of Country Pond, Country Walk, 
and Lauren Court for their generosity in our 
annual Boy Scout “scouting for food” drive. 
Empty bags were distributed to door steps in 
these communities on Nov. 7 and full bags 
were picked up on the morning of Nov. 14. 
Your support helped to produce 350 
pounds of non-perishable items that were 
dropped off at Kirshner Chiropractic Life 
Center, a sponsor and drop point for Food 
Gatherers of Washtenaw County. A special 
thank you to Todd Kirshner, owner of the 
chiropractic center, for treating the scouts to 
a pizza party for all their hard work. 
Thanks again, 
Cub Scout Pack 924 
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More Letters 


Thank you for passing 
school Sinking Fund 


Dear Van Public 
Community: 

I wanted to take a moment and express 
the sincere thanks and gratitude of not only 
myself, but the entire Van Buren Public 
Schools Board of Education, staff and 
students for your recent renewal of the 
Sinking Fund. 

In today’s world of limited funding for 
public education, every dollar we can retain 
in our classrooms for student learning is 
critical. The passage of this Sinking Fund 
renewal brings over $700,000 per year into 
the school district solely for the repair of 
our school buildings. With aging facilities 
(most over 30 years old) this funding is so 
important. 

Again, thank you for your investment in 
your schools and your community. The 
return will benefit all of us as we move 
forward in the days to come. 
Sincerely, 

Brent Mikulski, president 
Van Buren Public Schools 
Education 


Buren Schools 


Board of 


E 
DIRECTORY 


Bethany Bible Church 
810 E. Huron River Dr. Belleville, Michigan 48111 
(734) 697-7456 
Sunday: Adult Bible classes & Children’s Sunday School - 9:45am 

Morning Worship - 11:00am 
Wednesday: House of Prayer - 6:30pm + Children/Teen/College & Career - 7:00pm 
Kids Awana - 6:30 to 8:15pm (Fall through Spring) 
Please visit our website for more information: bethanybiblechurch.com 


LIBERTY GOSPEL CHURCH 
105 N. Liberty, BELLEVILLE 
Worship in Sunday Worship - 10 a.m. 
Spirit & Truth. Read John 3:16 & Acts 2:4 
Thurs. Bible Study 7:30 p.m. Pastor Bernie Travis 
Phone (734) 699-6147 Cell(734) 740-1910 


HTTP -:/LIBERTYGOSPELCHURCH.ORG 


OPEN ARMS LUTHERAN 
CHURCH & DAYCARE 
7865 Belleville Rd., Belleville, MI 48111 
(734) 699-5000 
9 a.m. Adult Bible Class 10 a.m. Worship 
www.openarmscenter.com 


ST. ANTHONY 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 
409 W. Columbia Ave., Belleville, MI 48111 

(734) 697-1211 
" Saturday Mass: 6:00pm 
" Sunday Masses: 8:30am & 10:30am 
stanthonybelleville.weconnect.com 


Would you like to have 
your Church listed in this 
directory? Call Advertising 
Manager Bob Mytych at 
734-699-9020 today! 


St. Jude’s Novena 
answered my prayer 


To the Editor: 

If you say this prayer nine times a day, 
by the eighth day your prayer will be 
answered. It has never been known to fail. 
Publication must be promised when you 
receive what you’ ve been asking for. 


A “Real Estate with Real Service” 


Multi Million 


ngela Nettro & Co. Real Estate 


734-697-6655 


Fax: (734) 697-3531 
152 Main St., Ste. 11, Belleville, MI 48111 
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St. Jude’s Novena 

May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be adored, 
glorified, loved, and preserved throughout 
the world now and forever. Sacred Heart 
of Jesus, pray for us. St. Jude, worker of 
miracles, pray for us. St. Jude, keeper of 
the hopeless, pray for us. 

Ihave said this “St. Jude’s Novena” many 
times. All my prayers have been always 
answered. Grateful for all my answered 


q 


prayers. 
Linda Perry 
Milan resident 


THE BELLEVILLE 
INDEPENDENT 
NOW ACCEPTS 


CREDIT CARDS! 


(Minimum $20 Purchase, Classified Ads Excluded) 


zane 
ames 
j=" 


LICENSED & INSURED 


Osier & Sons Electric, LLC 


COMMERCIAL * RESIDENTIAL ° LIGHT INDUSTRIAL 


NY Z 


EMail: nettroandco@comcast.net 


http://www.angelanettro.featuredwebsite.com 
‘Bins Residential * Commercial * Vacant * Repos * Short Sales 


WE’RE A/C & TRANSMISSION SPECIALISTS! 


a 
SKILLED 
MECHANICS 


| 


Auto Repair 
734-697-7765 


Hours Mon - Fri 


Martin & Son 


Owner 
Randy Martin 


BELLEVILLE, MI 48111 
734-697-5300 


e FREE ESTIMATES e 


WILLIAM OSIER 
OWNER 


Family Owned & Operated For 40 Years! 


LICENSED & INSURED 
BUILDING & HOME IMPROVEMENTS 


401 Sumpter Rd 
Belleville M! 48111 


*DRAKE- JORDAN 


eat 


Greg's Cell (734) 740-1899 
Gina's Cell (734) 740-1877 
fax (734) 484-0300 
Greg@Drake-Jordan.com 


Gina@Drake-Jordan.com 


Greg Drake- Broker Gina Drake- ABR 


IMPORT AND DOMESTIC 


Burhop’s Collision 


Bopy AND FENDER REPAIR 
COMPLETE GLASS INSTALLATION 


(734) 699-3641 


Fax: (734) 699-3856 


Towing Available 
Open Weekdays 8 a.m — 5 p.m. 


112 Davis St. 
Belleville, MI 48111 


PAM,$ HOUSEKEEPING 


Serving Belleville Since JAN 


PAM KUZIAK 


Owner/Operator 


Residential & Light Commercial 
“CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE” 


(734) 389-9500 o (734) 637-7116 c) 


a 
Realty Experts) 


NEAL ROBSON 


| ‘Quality and Service you can depend on 


(734) 699-3185 
FREE ESTIMATES 


" 


C.A.L. Plumbing & Heating 
FREE ESTIMATES! 697-1777 


Call Charles "Toby" Leis - anytime 


Certified Back Flow Cross 
Connection Inspector 
& Testing 


Licensed Master Plumber 
#81-10257 "Insured" 


JOIN US FOR DINE & DONATE NOV. 22 
AT HAAB’S RESTAURANT, YPSILANTI 


Where Pets 


and 


Promoting a 
Healthy 

and Safe 
Environment 
for All. 


People Meet. 
Friends of Michigan 
Animals 


This Spot is Reserved 
For Your Business Card! 


734-461-9458 
Visit us @ 
fmari1.org 


$ ` and on 


escue 


Call our Advertising Manager 


Bob Mytych today at 734-699-9020 
and make this spot yours. 

Be sure to ask him about our buy 
3 ads, get 1 free promotion! 
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Daud €C. Bun Funeral Home 
Lue z 7 z Lue 


Remember 


Specializing in Celebration of Life Services. 
& 


(734) 697-4500 
David C. Brown, Manager ¢ Shelly A. Brown-Chudzinski, Director 
Complete Line of Monuments & Markers. 
www.DAVIDCBROWNFH.com 


SELECTED 
Independent 


HIGGERSON & NEAL 


Funeral Home 


Roberts Brothers Chapel 
209 Main St. Belleville, MI 48111 


(734) 697-9400 


James L. Higgerson / Manager Beverly E. Neal / Director 


Professional, Affordable 
Full Service Funeral Home 


www.hnfhome.com 
Continuing an 83 year Belleville Tradition Since 1932 


Simplified Cremation 
$1,695 


Includes arrangement conference, 


local transportation, crematory, 
cremation container, website 
obituary and video tribute. 


Does not include medical examiner 
cremation fee, taxes, or 
certified death certificates. 


Let Us Help. 


Ypsilanti 
(734) 482-6000 
Sumpter Twp. 
(734) 699-6000 


www.janowiakfuneralhome.com 


JANOWIAK 
FUNERAL HOME 


Karla Marie Clark 


o” 
KARLA MARIE CLARK 

(October 3, 1947 — November 12, 2015) 

Karla Marie Clark, age 68, of Van Buren 
Township. Karla was the beloved partner of 
Thomas Budd for 25 wonderful years; loving 
mother of Jason (Heather) Clark and JoAnne 
Clark; loving daughter of Leland and Cora 
Vandecar; proud grandmother of Michael, 
Matthew, and Nathan. Karla is also survived 
by her siblings, Karen Struble, Kay (Bill) Villa, 
Richard (Julie) Vandecar and Daniel (Amy) 
Vandecar and many loving family and friends. 
Karla retired from Accounting and became 
involved in the Belleville Historical Society. 
She was very creative; enjoyed golfing and 
spending time with her grandchildren. 

A Memorial Service will be held November 21 
at the Willow United Methodist Church, 36925 
Willow Rd., New Boston, MI. Visiting hours 
10:30 a.m.-12 p.m., service is at 12 p.m. with 
lunch to follow. In lieu of flowers, the family 
asks to make a donation to the American Cancer 
Society. 


Edward Sala 


EDWARD SALA 

(September 20, 1936 — November 10, 2015) 
Edward Sala, 79, of Cocoa Beach, FL, and 
formerly of Belleville/Sumpter Township, died 
November 10, 2015. 

He was born to Emil and Emma Sala of Sumpter 
Township, who preceded him in death. Also 
preceding him was his brother, Eugene, and his 
wife of 30 years, Diane. Also, Edward’s first 
wife, Gail, of 12 years. 

Edward graduated from Belleville High School 
in 1954 where he was senior class president and 
captain of the basketball team. Ed played ‘way 
too much golf, if that’s possible. 

Mr. Sala graduated from Eastern Michigan 
University and was employed for 30 years as 
Vice President of Forecasting for Chevrolet 
Truck and Bus Division. 

Mr. Sala is survived by two brothers, Elliot 
(Jean) Sala of Ypsilanti Township and David 
(Pam) Sala of South Lyon. Also surviving are 
two daughters Robin of Arizona and Sheryl 
of Minnesota and his son Edward of Shelby 
Township. 

Cremation rites have been accorded. 


JOAN CAROLYN STARR 

(March 3, 1940 — August 21, 2015) 

Joan Carolyn Starr, age 75, died at Botsford 
Hospital on August 21, 2015. She is survived 
by daughter Tiffany Starr of California. Fisher 
Funeral Home, Redford Township. 
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Donald “Don” James 
Navarre 


DONALD ‘DON’ JAMES NAVARRE 

(June 4, 1938 — November 15, 2015) 

Donald “Don” James Navarre, age 77, of 
Van Buren Township, died suddenly Sunday, 
November 15, 2015. 

He was born June 4, 1938, in Monroe, MI, the 
son of Walter and Margaret (Adler) Navarre. 
On December 7, 1968, he married Mary Tackett 
in Wayne, MI, and she survives. Don was 
employed as a Drill Specialist for Ford Motor 
Car Co., retiring after 30 years of service. He 
was a member of Regular Baptist Church in 
Canton, MI. 

Don will always be remembered for his love 
of family, fishing, hunting, and camping. 
Survivors, besides his loving wife Mary, include 
five children: Rodney (Shawn) McDaniels, Alan 
(Jodi) Navarre, Duane (April) Navarre, Mona 
(Richard) Susack, and Shelly (Jerry) Keyser; 
many grandchildren and great grandchildren. 
He was preceded in death by two children, 
James Navarre and Gloria Spurling; his mother 
and father; one sister and three brothers. 
Funeral service was held Wednesday, November 
18, 2015 at 11 a.m. at Regular Baptist Church, 
5668 Denton Rd., Canton, MI 48188 with Pastor 
Danny Adams officiating. Burial followed in 
Cherry Hill Cemetery, Canton, MI. 
Contributions in Don’s memory may be made 
to his family. Envelopes were available at 
Janowiak Funeral Home, Sumpter Chapel, 
19865 Sumpter Rd., Belleville, where the 
family received friends Tuesday from 2-8 p.m. 
and at the Church on Wednesday from 10 a.m. 
until time of service at 11 a.m. 


Upcoming Meetings 


e Tuesday, Nov. 24 — Van Buren Township 
Downtown Development Authority, 5:30 
p.m. Also, Sumpter Township workshop 
at 6 p.m. and regular meeting at 6:30 p.m. 
Also, VBT Water and Sewer Commission, 
7:30 p.m.Also, special meeting of Belleville 
Area District Library Board at 7:30 p.m. to 
discuss options for new library. 

e Wednesday, Nov. 25 — Van Buren 
Township Planning Commission, 7:30 
pm. 

e Monday, Nov. 30 — Van Buren Township 
work/study session, 4 p.m. 

e Tuesday, Dec. 1 — Van Buren Township 
regular board meeting, 7 p.m. 

e Monday, Dec. 7 — Van Buren Public 
Schools Board of Education, 7 p.m., BHS 
Commons. Also, Belleville City Council, 
7:30 p.m. 

e Tuesday, Dec. 8 — Van Buren Township 
Recreation Committee, 5:30 p.m. Also, 
Sumpter Township workshop at 6 p.m. 
and regular meeting at 6:30 p.m. Also, 
Belleville Area District Library meeting at 
7:30 p.m. 

e Wednesday, Dec. 9 — Van Buren 
Township Planning Commission, 7:30 
p.m. 
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Things to do in the 


Belleville area... 


e Thursday, Nov. 19; Friday, Nov. 20; 
and Saturday, Nov. 21 — BHS Productions 
is presenting “12 Angry Men” at the BHS 
Auditorium. On Thursday and Friday 
curtain time is 7 p.m. on Saturday, it’s 
1:30 p.m. Tickets are $8 for adults and $7 
for students and seniors — at the door or 
through www.showtix4u.com . 

e Friday, Nov. 20 — You’re invited to an 
11 a.m. ribbon-cutting with the Chamber 
of Commerce at Mail Center One, 837 
Sumpter Road, Belleville. Refreshments, 
giveaways. 

e Friday, Nov. 20 — Friends Family 
Theater FREE Movie Night, 7 p.m., with 
fun and food. Movies shown in the white- 
framed building at 7890 Tuttle Hill Road 
at Bemis Road in Ypsilanti Township. 
Featuring “321 Penguins-Wise Guys” and 
a young detective movie. Info at www. 
friendsfamilytheater.com . 

e Saturday, Nov. 21 — Fall Craft Show, 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Belleville Moose 
Lodge, corner of Sumpter Road and Harris. 
Juried. Presented by Women of the Moose 
1135. Table reservations (734) 699-0649 or 
(734) 904-7729. 

e Saturday, Nov. 21 — “Say Yes to Prom” 
expo is on at the Belleville High School 
Commons from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. to help 
students prepare for their big night. Local 
businesses will be on hand. Admission is 
$3 and proceeds go to benefit the BHS 
class of 2016 senior party. 

e Saturday, Nov. 21 — Help support 
Russell LaPalme and his family at a 
spaghetti dinner fund raiser from 2 to 7 
p.m. at the Sumpter Community Center. 
Donation is $10 per person, $5 for children 
10 and under, with children under three 
eating free. LaPalme was diagnosed with 
pancreatic cancer in Septemer. 

e Friday, Nov. 27, and Saturday, 
Nov. 28 — Police and fire fighters will be 
out on the streets of Belleville and Van 
Buren Township to collect donations for 
Goodfellows work to help the needy at 
Christmas time. 


“Out of clutter, find simplicity.” 
— Albert Einstein 


More Letters 


Soccer registration is 
now under way 


To the Editor: 

Registration is now open for the Spring 
2016 Soccer Season. Please register at 
http://clubs .bluesombrero.com/Default. 


aspx?tabid=260600 . 
We are so excited to get another season 


going. We would like to thank the coaches, 
parents, families and players for all the 
support within our soccer community 
and helping us keep our soccer program 
running. 

Spring 2016 games will start April 16. 

Van Buren Community Soccer offers 
a Pride Development Program, which 
is coached by a volunteer with lots of 
soccer experience. This program is 1.5 
hours every Saturday. It will consist of 45 
minutes of fundamental drills, dribbling, 
and running, and then 45 minutes of the 
players scrimmaging. This is a great way 
to get your players familiar with kicking, 
running, and having fun. This development 
program starts as early as 3 years old. 

We are always looking for volunteers 
to help with our soccer program. Board 
members, concession stand helpers, 
coaches, etc. Please reach out to us if you 
would like to help. 

Please let us know if you have questions 
or concerns. We are here to help and always 
looking for suggestions. If you see a fellow 
VBCS player, family, or member around, 
just say Hello! 

Email us at 
vanburensoccerbelleville@yahoo.com . 
Soccer Rules! Thanks! 

Angie McCluskey, President 
Van Buren Community Soccer 
And All Board Members 


Power of the Purse event 
set for Nov. 20 at BYC 


To the Editor: 

I am again co-hosting the Southeastern 
Michigan Power of the Purse Charity Event 
— which is taking place from 6:30 to 9:30 
p-m. on Friday, Nov. 20, at the Belleville 


TAKING ORDERS UNTIL TUES., NOV. 24! 


THE 


gre Bake Shoppe 
K 


G 


17416 Savage Rd. 
Haggerty © At Bemis 


Sumpter Twp., MI 48111 
(734) 699-2236 


R.V. & Boat Storage 
Mon 10-6, Tues - Fri 6-6 
Sat. 7-4, Sun 7-2 


Cash & Checks Only! 


HAPPY THANKSGIVING FROM ALL 
OF US AT THE BAKE SHOPPE! 


OPEN NOV. 25 UNTIL 2 P.M., 
CLOSED 26-27 


Est. in195 ORDER EARLY! 


Rye, Marble, Pumpernickle, White, Italian, 
Orange Raisin, Hard Rolls & 
Potato Wheel - 36 Rolls. 


PIES: Cherry Crust, Apple Crust, 
Cherry Streusel, Carmel Apple Streusel, 
Lemon Meringue, Banana Cream, Chocolate, 
Coconut Cream, Pumpkin, Peanut Butter Pie. 


Strudel, Pineapple Upside Down, Cannolis, 
Angel Wings, Eclairs, Pastries, Coffee Cakes, 
Pumpkin Rolls, Custard Puffs. 


CAKES FOR ALL OCCASIONS - CAKES ON HAND 
CHEESECAKES- Cherry & Strawberry. 
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Yacht Club. This charity event is held to 
raise money for several local non-profits 
and for the Leukemia and Lymphoma 
Society, a charity very close to my heart. 

The Power of the Purse will feature an 
open bar, food stations and purses — lots 
and lots of purses! Last year we auctioned 
off over 300 purses. There will be a silent 
auction, live auction, raffles and door 
prizes. There will be purses of all varieties, 
sizes and colors. Name-brand purses, 
designer purses, one-of-a-kind purses 
made by artists, small purses and large 
purses — every purse will go home with a 
new owner! 

Tickets for the event are available in 
advance for $35 or at the door $40 and 
can be purchased online at eventbrite. 
com event name Power of the Purse — SE 
Michigan. 

Please consider making a donation, 
becoming a sponsor of the event or just 
coming to have a great time. 

All donations are tax-deductible. If you 
have any questions, please feel free to 
contact Kerreen Conley at (313) 969-5183 
or Lauren Warren at 248-568-8483. 
Kerreen Conley, Mayor of Belleville 
Co-Chair 
Lauren Warren, Co-Chair 


Goodfellows need your 
donations to help kids 


To the Editor: 

As the holiday time of year draws ever 
near, we are reaching out to you as leaders 
of our community for donations to help the 
Belleville/Van Buren Goodfellows keep the 
promise of “No Child Without a Christmas.” 
Without your support, we would not be 
able to serve even half of the families who 
received assistance last year. 


Ms. Marian (Caldwell) will be reading 
“THE STORY OF THE 
CHRISTMAS TRUMPET” 
Monday, November 30" 

@ 4:30 p.m. at 
SUGAR PLUM CANDY SHOPPE 
on South Street, Belleville 
Story about Grandpa delivering 
taffy candy to little children. 
Event is for children ages 3-10. 
Kids can also take part in a drawing. 


We are a totally volunteer organization and 
spend countless hours putting together this 
endeavor. Every cent of your donation goes 
to the program, and without your generous 
help none of this would be possible. 

Christmas is brighter for hundreds of 
families because we all care. We supply 
things such as food (non-perishable items), 
new children’s winter coats, and the nearest 
and dearest things are presents for each child 
from Santa. It is a great feeling to know that 
each and every one of us who are part of 
this is a Santa, not only to our families, but 
also to countless others as well. 

Your continued support is most important 
to this huge yearly undertaking. If you 
haven’t made a donation to this community- 
wide effort before, we urge you to give 
serious consideration this year. Please, give 
‘til it helps! 

We thank you in advance for your 
contributions and also want to thank you 
for the hundreds of children who still believe 
in Santa because of you. 

Please make your donation out to the 
Belleville/Van Buren Goodfellows. Mail to 
46425 Tyler Road, Belleville 48111, Attn: 
Pam Fleming. You may also drop your 
donation off at the Van Buren Township 
Police Department, Attn: Pam Fleming, or 
at the Belleville Police Department, Attn: 
Sue Moore. 

Pam Fleming, Goodfellow Coordinator 
Director Greg Laurain, Co-Chair 

Van Buren Township Police 
Chief Hal Berriman, Co-Chair 

City of Belleville Police 


DOUGLAS CARPETS 


MILL OUTLET 
Professional Installation Of Quality Carpeting, 
Laminate Wood Flooring, And No-Wax Vinyl. 
We Sell Shaw, Mohawk, and Beaulieu Carpet. 


New For 2016 - Armstrong 
Luxury Vinyl - Now In Stock! 


Alloc Laminate Flooring 
Is Back In Stock! 
HOURS: MON-FRI 9:00-6:00 e SATURDAY 9:00-4:00 
240 MAIN STREET 
BELLEVILLE, MI 48111 


(734) 697-9137 


“Celebrating Over 36 Years” 


TRAILER FUND RAISER 


Boy Scout Troop 793 has a large equipment trailer that we use to go to 
and from outings and campouts and it’s time to upgrade our trailer to 
continue serving our needs. We currently have a trailer that is sixteen 
years old and has ten thousand miles on it and it would cost us $3,000 
dollars to upgrade it and that does not include the safety issues that 
come with a trailer that old. The cost for a new trailer and to reequip 

to what we have now will be $10,000 dollars. Currently we have raised 
$4,740 dollars. A new trailer will significantly upgrade our transportation | 
services and will help us to continue to provide a quality program for 
the boys. Your donation will be greatly appreciated and we thank you 
for any support you can give us. Please mail all donations to: 


BOY SCOUT TROOP 793 
409 WEST COLUMBIA 


Reypectifilly Yours, 
Boy Scout Twop 793 


BELLEVILLE, MICHIGAN 48111 
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aived when you 
in Ho e! Call one of 
our as ae before 


Bee aE ice ae Se ya : 
Recenmnnen t 
Visit our website for a list of homes for purchase or lease e TERORA te 
starting at $550 obert and Kathleen Miller, obert and Kathleen Miller, 
w.FranklinHomeSales.com Robert, Kathleen Miller celebrate 50 years 


Robert and Kathleen (Merecki) Miller anniversary, they celebrated their 50™ by 


=) 
ol Fra mn ki i HP celebrated their 50" wedding anniversry on going to Disney World for 12 days. 


= Manufactured Homes* Communities Friday, Oct. 16, 2015 renewing their VOWS 
at 5 p.m. at St. Stephen’s Catholic Church 


Belleville Manor Van Buren Mohawk e esas naa 
athy’s cousin) officiating. 
734-699-7700 Estates 734-513-4108 Kathy wore her shortened wedding gown 
Belleville Road just 734-697-6159 Joy Road between with her headpiece made into a corsage. 
1 mile north of 1-94 3 miles south of |-94 at Middlebelt and Inkster A reception followed at the Belleville 
the Rawsonville Exit Moose Lodge with family and friends 
coming from as far as California for dinner > <2 i 
*WAC. Restrictions apply. No cash value.See a Frankin Homes associate for details. omme | and dancing. > I 
They were married on Saturday, Oct. 16, r 
1965 at St. Anthony Catholic Church in 
Belleville and have remained area residents “4 
since then. p 
Bob and Kathy both graduated from = — 


Belleville high School — Bob in 1960 and 


You are invited... | crimson" Welcome, 


They have been blessed with two children, Zoeylee Francine Shevrovich 
Michelle (Nolan) Engelhardt and Jeffrey 


: . f Jessica L i d Bobby Sh ich 
O P E N A R M S LUTH E R AN C H U R C H (Lisa) Miller, and two grandchildren, Sarah P p aara cae a. an pre 


and Anthony Miller. daughter Zoevlee F x Sh ich 
Bob retired from Ford Motor Co. after IETEN AOE y CENA TADEN EYTOVIC 
D ecem b er 2 , 2 0 1 5 33 years but still enjoys working at Polo at 7:34 a.m., Nov. 1, 2015 at University 


: . . f Michigan Hospital, Ann Arbor. She 
2a . ee Fields in Washtenaw Country Club in p , 8 pras 
Youth Fundraising Dinner 5:30pm Ypsilanti: Kathy's fime is spent quilting, weighed 7 pounds, 14 ounces and measured 
(All proceeds benefit the 2016 Youth Mission Trip) reading, cooking, traveling, and spending 20.25 inches. She came home to join her big 
time with family and friends. Prior to their rete r bls 6. shai ee ik 
n _7. orman and Tracy Lampinen of Belleville 
Adve nt Service 7:00pm and Chris and Bobbijo Shevrovich of 
Ypsilanti. Great-grandparents are Janet 
Lampinen and Joe Grant of Inkster, Bill 
Willis of Sumpter, and Rudy Baldini of 
St. Joseph Council of Catholic Women|] Romulus. 
Ak Holiday Festival P= | ‘ 
3 RR 
Chamber of Commerce 
a. Wi Saturday, November 21“ 4 || offers 8"-annual Main 
OPEN 10:00 a.m. ~ 4:00 p.m. (® . 
xX A LA ARMS St. Decorating Contest 
i Soup, Sandwiches, The Belleville Area Chamber of Commerce 
7865 Belleville Road Hot & Cold Drinks, Snacks S, announces its eighth-annual Main Street 
Belleville, MI 48111 Business Decorating Contest. 
Christmas Gift Baskets & More! Executive Director Paul Henning said to 
734-699-5000 ~~ qualify, businesses should decorate their main 
www. openarmscenter.com vite + F J: display windows or their entire buildings. 
i 10203m. = 2130 p, All entries will be judged after 6 p.m. on 
Thursday, Dec. 3. Winners will be announced 


i -4 4 
53 S LIKE US ON EO before the start of the Christmas Parade on 
facebook l 9425 Whittaker Rd. @ 4p] Saturday, Dec. 5. 
— . e e Ó adi Prizes are $100 for first place, $50 for second, 


Ypsilanti, MI 48197 ? i 
and $25 for third. 


CENTENNIAL 
1905 - 2005 


Five of the 20 original quilters who worked on the Belleville Centennial Quilt in 2005 
gathered for a 10"-anniversary celebration at the Belleville Area District Library on Nov. 
12. From left are Elaine Gutierrez, Bertha Vandercook, Marilyn Locke, Jackie Copeland, 
and Kathleen Miller. The program was part of the Homegrown Knowledge series 
sponsored by the Friends of the Library. 


For Classified Advertising, Display Advertising or News Tips 
One call does it all: 734-699-9020 - The Independent 
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Spaghetti dinner fund 
raiser for Russell 
LaPalme set for Nov. 21 


A spaghetti dinner fund raiser to help 
support Russell LaPalme and his family 
will be held from 2 to 7 p.m. on Saturday, 
Nov. 21, at the Sumpter Community 
Center. 

Donation is $10 per person for adults, 
$5 each for children 10 and under, and 
children three and under free. There will 
be a silent auction, 50/50 raffles, and other 
events. 

LaPalme was diagnosed with pancreatic 
cancer in September. He has been a resident 
of Sumpter Township for the past 20 years 
and has volunteered many hours to the 
Sumpter Township Parks and Recreation 
Commission, as well as being a loving 
husband, father, and grandfather. 

The public is asked to come to the dinner 
to help support him and his family during 
this difficult time. 


“I fear the day that technology will 
surpass our human interaction. The 
world will have a generation of idiots.” 

— Albert Einstein 


We are located in the Professional 
Building (the old movie theater 
building) across from Mr. Goofy’s 
Car Wash. 


DARY DINNER SPEINLS 


-- TURKEY DINNER OR 
Pot Roast 
-- GERMAN PORK WITH 


Envoy Our CLown, 
Face PAINTING & 
Battoons 6-8pm 


-- BuRGER NIGHT 
-- ITALIAN NIGHT 
-- POLISH DINNERS 
-- FisH NIGHT 
-- CHEF’S CHOICE 


New WINTER 
DINNER SPEeCIALSY 


POTATOES & SAUERKRAUT - == 


I -a pij ! ! Your Entire Bill 
I Your Entire Bill It of $20 or More 

I with coupon. Not to be VT with coupon. Not to be 
I combined with any other I 


Warn Up To Our :-% 


offer or discount. | II 


I combined with any other I 
offer or discount. l 
BAly 


6am - 11am 


With Beverage Purchase 
No Coupon Needed! 


Read The Newspaper 
On The Web! 


Orphan of 
the Week 


Friends of Michigan 
Animals Rescue 


o Pad 
Ma» 44 


is a two year old Australian 
Shepherd mix who is ready to 
stir things up in a new home. 
He’s fun, fast and fantastically 
handsome. will make 
a perfect addition to a home 
where being physically active 
is a daily priority. He has a 
very high energy level and 
will need a good mix of walks, 
runs and playtime in the yard 
to satisfy his need for being 
active. He does well on a leash 
and thoroughly enjoys going for 
walks with you. He also knows 
some basic commands and has 
pretty good doggie manners. 

has a fun and friendly 
personality that enjoys being a 
part of things and will do best 
in a home where he’s an active 
and included member of the 
family. His great personality is 
matched by handsome looks 
including a thick black and white 
coat and show worthy feathery 
tail. He’s neutered, vaccinated 
and micro-chipped so give a 
ring today to meet this active, 
fun pup. Call Friends of 
Michigan Animals Rescue 
at or visit our 
website for more 
information. 
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Clerk Wright 


(continued from page 1) 
atthew Best. 
The directors will be submitting their 
est-practices initiatives to MMRMA and 
in January there will be a class on risk 


Belleville, MI 48111 
(734) 697-1765 


FRESH CUT FLOWERS 


GRAVE BLANKETS 
& WREATHS 


ON 


All Credit Cards Accepted. 


per 


management practices to eliminate lawsuits 
and accidents. 

Wright said the MMRMA has a Stop- 
Loss program and there is a total deductible 
of $75,000 for the year included in VBT’s 
annual rate. 

He said the MMRMaA insurance premium 
this year is $486,000 and $257,000 has 
been reimbursed — and $157,000 of that 
is what was used for BS&A accounting 
software. He said the reimbursements come 
to members when the money MMRMA has 
invested makes a profit to share. 

He said just like with car insurance, if 
you have an accident, your insurance cost 
goes up, so this settlement will affect the 
township’s insurance rate. 

Wright said with this law suit and others, 
the MMRMA adjuster sets the limits and 
when the court decides, the two sides go 
to mediation. 

“Insurance companies don’t like to go 
to trial,” Wright said, noting originally the 
plaintiffs wanted $1.2 million and then it 
was down to $850,000 and a stalemate. 

“Both sides wanted to solve the case and 
not go to trial,” Wright said, adding the 
sides met and came to the $650,000 figure, 
which is “the maximum the MMRMA 
would pay.” 

Attorney for the plaintiffs John Day said 
they decided to settle because going to trial 
is expensive and, while his clients could 
have received a bigger settlement, you 
always take a chance with a jury because 
you never know what they will do. 

Wright said at the end there were five 
attorneys for the plaintiffs. He referred to 
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Facebook 


the two attorneys at DiPietro & Day, their 
co-counsel for federal court Hugh M. Davis 
and Cynthia Heenan, and the attorney 
for Blevins’ ex-girlfriend, who withdrew 
from the original suit and sought her own 
counsel. 

“We have to agree there were some issues 
that were not addressed,” Wright said of 
the situation with Blevins. 

“Some steps were dropped,” Wright said. 
“He doesn’t work here any more,” he said 
of the former Director of Planning and 
Economic Development Arthur Mullen, 
who was fired. 

“The board isn’t happy and has initiated 
steps so it doesn’t happen again,” Wright 
said. 

He said he believes Mullen made mistakes 
because of his newness in the position and 
not having experience. 

“I think some feelings got involved,” 
Wright said referring to the personal 
feelings of the supervisor’s former assistant 
Karin LaMothe and Mullen about Bevins’ 
alternative lifestyle. 

“They didn’t quite follow the guidelines,” 
he said. 

Wright said the board agreed to the 
settlement at its last meeting and the 
paperwork was signed Sept. 18 by the 
plaintiffs. The order of dismissal with 
prejudice and without costs, interest or 
attorney fees was signed Nov. 9 by U.S. 
District Court Judge Arthur J. Tarnow. 

The settlement was signed by the 
townships MMRMA attorney Ethan 
Vinson on behalf of defendants Arthur 
Mullen, Judy Fields, James Taylor, VBT 
Police Lt. John Doe and the Charter 
Township of Van Buren, “denying the 
allegations of any wrongdoing or breach 
of duty.” 

Vinson also is the township’s attorney for 
contract negotiations. 

This settlement had no confidentiality 
agreement so both sides are free to discuss 
the case and settlement. 

Wright said working on best practices is 
the only thing the township can do going 
forward. 

When asked why the township took six 
months to turn on the water to the property, 
Wright said, “That baffles me. I wouldn’t 
know.” 

He said Blevins and his attorney were 
meeting with the supervisor to get the 
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water turned on. 

“If I had known, I think I would have 
stepped in,’ Wright said. “I had no 
awareness of that before it happened.” 

He said usually the supervisor handles 
issues and the board doesn’t know about 
them until she sends out an update. 

He said with Supervisor Linda Combs 
taking eight weeks off to be with her 
husband who is very ill, he and Treasurer 
Sharry Budd are taking on the supervisor’s 
job. 

“As long as she designates someone to do 
her duties, she can step back,” Wright said. 
“She’s not doing anything wrong.” 

He said the elected officials have no set 
hours and they are different than township 
employees. The elected officials are 
working for the people, he said, and if the 
people don’t like how you’re doing the job, 
they throw you out. 

Wright said the building department is 
now 180 degrees different than it was 
in the past, with Akers and Best very 
experienced. 

“And, the best thing is, they listen to us,” 
Wright said. 

Wright said when Bevins’ new septic 
tank was approved by the county, “At that 
point the water should have been turned 
back on.” 

He said the police officers should not 
have evicted the people from the property 
without the proper paperwork. They 
evicted using a letter from Mullen as their 
direction. 

He said Director Laurain is doing an 
investigation into how that happened. And, 
the Lt. John Doe in the lawsuit is named that 
because no one really knows who directed 
the police officers to follow directions of 
the building department. 

“Before we do something that extreme, it 
should go through the top person,” he said 
of the water cut-off. 

Wright said there are two more pending 
lawsuits against the township: one by 
VBT Fire Fighter Anthony Karver, who 
was fired, and one by VBT Traffic Officer 
Carrie Traster, who suffered severe head 
injuries in an accident on duty when her 
airbag didn’t deploy. 

He said the township made an offer to 
settle with Karver, but that was turned 
down. And, the attorney in the Traster case 
is in the process of gathering information. 


—— BRA BOUTIQUE —— 


Call 734-547-0477 to schedule your 


bra fitting appointment today! 


i Appts. Tuesday — Friday, 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Ea ae Sizes up to N Walk-ins Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 


510 Main Street (inside the Lake Plaza Bidg) « Belleville + 734-547-0477 +» 


Tuesday — Friday By Appointment + Walk in Saturdays, 10 a.m. — 3 p.m. 
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Children’s author Jan Brett 
to sign books at VBT Hall 


Jan Brett, a world-renowned children’s 
author/illustrator, will be at the Van Buren 
Township Hall from 5 to 7 p.m., Thursday, 
Dec. 3, to sign her new book “The Turnip” 
along with her other titles. 

“Hedgie” the Hedgehog, who will actually 
be a local volunteer in a huge hedgehog 
costume, will be on hand for photos. 
Hedgie is Brett’s favorite character. 

Brett has written 36 books and has 40 
million books in print combined. 

Her tour bus is decorated with large 
drawings from her books and has a sign: 
“Reading takes you places ...” It will be 
parked in front of township hall starting at 
4 p.m., also so families can take pictures. 

Brett will give a 10-15-minute drawing 
demonstration of one of her characters in a 
location in the Recreation Department, yet 
to be determined. 

Barnes and Noble of Ann Arbor will be on 
hand to sell copies of the book that will be 
released Nov. 3, as well as her other popular 
titles. “The Turnip” is a hardcover picture 
book for ages 3-5 at a cost of $17.99. 

Brett will sign the books purchased that 
day, along with books purchased earlier in 
the day at Barnes and Noble (with receipt). 
If time permits, Brett will sign Jan Brett 
books brought from home. 

The first 100 families in line at the book 
signing will receive a free, signed Jan Brett 
poster. 

Also, there will be Jan Brett story-themed 
crafts, games and story time. A fan and 
three friends can win lunch with Brett 
on her bus. Contest information is on her 
website www.janbrett.com and also on her 
Facebook Page. 

Brett kicks off her 2015 U.S. book- 
signing tour of 23 stops in November in 
New Hampshire and gets to VBT on Dec. 
3. Then she heads to Saginaw for only the 
second stop in Michigan. 

This all started when Jennifer Zaenglein’s 
sister, who teaches elementary school in 
northern Michigan, went to a Brett book- 
signing and bought a book for Zaenglein’s 
daughter. 

Zaenglein, deputy director of the VBT 


Author/illustrator J an Brett 


Parks & Recreation Department, had other 
Brett books, but hadn’t paid too much 
attention to the author. 

She said her daughter liked the stories 
because they were fun and the illustrations 
were in great detail. Zaenglein signed up 
for Bretts email newsletter and that’s 
where she heard about the book tour. If 
you wanted Brett to come to your town, 
you could write a proposal. So, Zaenglein 
wrote a proposal last spring and recently 
found out it was accepted. Van Buren 
Township was on the list of stops. 

Zaenglein said the books will make great 
Christmas gifts and she already has several 
purchases planned. 

For more information, call Zaenglein 
at VBT Parks & Recreation Department, 
(734) 699-8921. 


SUMPTER’S AFFORDABLE 
AUTO REPAIR 
“Come out to the country where prices are cheaper!” 
BRAKES _ lluies 


ES « Pads & 
From *180 Bators 


(*Most Cars) 


Used Tires From *30 
Includes Mount, Balance & Install. 


Sizes 13” - 18” In Stock! 


25891 SUMPTER RD. 
(734) 699-7450 


We Arso GABBY.oce 

> Doc anp Cat Foop 

> Wp Bird SEED, SquirrReL Foop 
> CERTIFIED ORGANIC FEEDS 

> Horse AnD Livestock FEED mki 
> Hay Anp STRAW 
> Country Crarts 


WILLIS EE E D MEEI.. 
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with a 


UCFCU 
Holiday Loan! 


Your holiday budget will 
stretch a little further with 
rates this low! 


*APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Offer ends 12/23/15. Rate shown is lowest rate offered 
Other rates and terms available. Qualifications may apply. See UCFCU for complete details 


Unified 
Pi eemmtiities 2 
FEDERAL ane UNION 


www.unifiedcommunitiesfcu.com 


Belleville 
186 Main Street, Belleville, MI 48111 
734-697-4800 


Breakfast Special 


8:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 


With Beverage Purchase 


Everyday Special 


2 Eggs, Sausage or Bacon, with 2 Items 
Hashbrowns & ToaSt.... 9 1.99 


Oo) 
(No Substicutions on i S 
DAIDYZDINE-INISPECIAES 


Beverage Purchase Required for Each Meal. No Coupon Necessary. 4pm to 9pm. 


ANY TWO FOR *15.00 


11am to Close - Beverage Purchase Required for Each Meal - Dine In Only 


Choice of Potato & Salad 


| 


Above Includes Cup of Soup or Salad, Potato or Rice & Nuggets 


S7. Boo 


¢ Pizza 

¢ Salad at 8am 

¢ Pasta 

* Burgers Closed 
* Subs Mondays 


¢ Broasted Chicken 
“m BREAKFAST ° LUNCH ° DINNER 

=e aE- 

1 9350 Sumpter Road - next to Ace Hardware 


November 19, 2015/Belleville Area Independent 


Palace Politics 


(continued from page 1) 


A few weeks later he ordered the water 
shutoff and eviction of people from the 
motel. 

He admittedly was the “new kid on the 
block” and he said he was reacting to a 
single phoned-in complaint from a woman 
about a party with a lighted sign at the 
motel. [He did not give the woman’s name 
in his deposition.] Police checked it out and 
there were no parking or other violations. 
Mullen testified in his deposition that it 
was the only citizen complaint about the 
property he ever heard of. 

Water Department Clerk Karen Smith 
produced 2008 and 2009 letters from 
Wayne County concerning the property’s 
septic tank that needed to be replaced. 
Somehow, one old letter was stamped 
“Received May 23, 2013.” 

A meeting between Mullen, Building 
Official Judy Fields and the new DPW 


Una’s Golden 
Thread Shoppe 


e SEWING 
e ALTERING 
e MENDING 


(734) 753-5873 


Don’t Buy A Furnace Until You Call 


Aw ee 


Director James Taylor was held the 
afternoon before or the morning of the day 
they shut down the motel. The two directors 
decided to move forward and immediately 
acted. 

Mullen stated a dispatcher found Bevins’ 
website telling about his S&M Rebel’s 
Realm group and soon police officers, 
the building department, and others were 
looking at it and discussing it as a running 
joke around township hall. This kind of 
communication is referred to by some as 
the Palace Rumor Mill. 

During that time, he said Treasurer Sharry 
Budd may have voiced concern about the 
motel, as well. Mullen said Sgt. Bart De Vos 
talked to him about the motel several times 
and Lt. Charles Bazzy asked about it. 

Although there were four locations in the 
township pointed out in 2012 as having 
failing septic systems, the motel was the 
only one singled out for immediate water 
shut down and eviction in 2013. It was 
targeted because they had had since 2008 
to fix the septic system and hadn’t, Mullen 
testified. He could not explain the rush to 
suddenly shut off the water in May 2013 
without any notice. 

Mullen was fired about May 2014 during 
an executive session of the township board 
that he chose not to attend. The vote in the 
closed-door session to fire him was 5-2, 
with Supervisor Linda Combs and Clerk 
Leon Wright voting against the firing. 

The termination was not announced to 
the public and he just was gone. 

Mullen testified that he believed it was 


DISCOUNTS 
FOR MILITARY, TEACHERS, 
CITY, STATE & COUNTY 
EMPLOYEES! 


COMFORT SYSTEMS i nating win 


Your HEATING & Coo.inGc FAMILy 
Have You Been Turned 


© mwe 
Down for Credit? WE CAN HELP! | s 
180 Days Same As Cash $ E b 


Credit Problems? Bankruptcy? 
NO PRO B L EM 


We can design a system and budget plan just for you. 


Furnace Installed 


Ae 


j Furnace Installed 
res ||) Hi to sm S GHO a 
- 10 year parts and labor 

For Free Estimates, Call 


— (313) 381-2800 


~— 20740 Ecorse Road, Taylor, MI 48180 p-d 


6 Mo. 0% Interest 
No Payments 


zs 
A*500 
VALUE?! 


Humidifer & Digital 
Thermostat with Installation 
of Furnace & Central Air! 


FAMILY OWNED FOR OVER 37 YEARS! 


Low Cost Mobile Vet and Wellness Clinic 


With Dr. John Hermann @ Fluff-N-Puff Pet Grooming! 
36628 Goddard Rd. Romulus, MI 48174 (734)229-0005 RIA 


Every Monday 1pm-4pm Every Friday 5pm-8pm 


3 year rabies $16 
Heartworm test $19 


Eye/Skin/Ear exams $19 


Discounted vaccine packages for dogs and cats. 
Flea and Heartworm prevention available at or below 


online pharmacy pricing! 


* Facebook: Mobile Vet Clinic with Dr. John Hermann D.V.M. td. 


* www.mobilevetclinic.biz 


*Ph (313)686-5701 


Trustee Jeff Jahr who got him fired after 
taking offense at something he said at an 
ad hoc lake ordinance committee meeting. 
Mullen said he publicly apologized [in the 
May 6, 2014 township board meeting] “for 
unintendingly impugning the character” of 
Trustee Jahr and Jahr accepted the apology. 
Mullen didn’t expect the firing. 

“Because of what I heard in the community, 
there’s a huge amount of Palace Politics in 
Van Buren Township,” Mullen testified. 
He said he heard Trustee Jahr “was on the 
warpath to get me canned.” 

The next director of planning and 
economic development Jack Knowles 
publicly pointed out Trustee Jahr’s 
treatment of him as the reason he was 
resigning a few months after being hired. 
Now, a new director, Ron Akers, is in place 
and he has a deputy director and both have 
experience for the positions. 

Attorney Tom DiPietro, who conducted 
the depositions of township employees 
over a three-year period, told Mullen that 
part of his clients’ allegations in this law 
suit is that “you guys cooked up these 
building violations and forced these 
inspections in an effort to put my client out 
of business because of his parties. And, one 
of the reasons we made that allegation was 
because of the police involvement in this 
case which we felt was a building case.” 

Mullen testified that no officials ever 
told him to turn the water back on until six 
months later in November when insurance 
attorney Ethan Vinson advised turning the 
water on. 

On Nov. 25, 2013, Mullen sent an email 
to Director of Public Safety Greg Laurain: 
“T’ve received a complaint from a resident 
that they are planning to have another party 
this weekend, Saturday, Nov. 30". This is 
the old Lakeview Motel, and it is the site 
of the S&M training classes and dungeon 
for hire. Would you please have the patrol 
guys drive by and see if there is anything 
that they believe to be worth investigating 
from a police perspective?” 

Director Laurain replied the next morning 
with: “I will pass this on.” 

A few hours later, Mullen responded, 
“Thanks. If they see anything of interest 
that may pique their legal interest, great, if 
not, we’ll get them later. Arthur.” 

Supervisor Linda Combs 

In her deposition, Supervisor Combs 
said she tried to intervene with Trustee Jahr 
not to push for Mullen’s firing, but Jahr said 
he couldn’t work with Mullen. A vote was 
taken during closed session to fire Mullen 
and the motion passed 5-2. 

Combs said she found out about the water 


Page 13 


shut off and eviction when Mullen came 
into her office on the day it happened. She 
said she asked him if he was following 
procedure and he said he was, so she didn’t 
question it. 

She said Mullen and Taylor mentioned 
Rebel’s Realm to her when they let her 
know about the water cut off. 

She said she told her assistant Karin 
LaMothe to let Treasurer Sharry Budd 
know what was going on. 

She said none of the board members ever 
complained about the motel to her. 

DiPietro started to ask if she ever heard 
rumors and then, stated instead, “... of 
course, you’re probably the last one to hear 
scuttlebutt in the township, right?” 

“Exactly,” she replied. 

DiPietro went on, “Because half of it’s 
about you, right?” 

Combs replied, “I’m sure.” 

All those subpoenas for depositions 
were duces tecum, meaning they were 
commanded to bring with them all writings 
and all files that pertain in any way to any 
activity of any township agent or employee 
regarding 11605 Haggerty Road — under 
penalty of punishment. 

Trustee Brenda McClanahan 

VBT Trustee Brenda McClanahan was 
deposed on July 17, 2015 and didn’t 
follow the duces tecum demand, not doing 
a search of her computer as required for 
emails concerning this subject. 

She told attorney DiPietro, who conducted 
the deposition, that she was a retired Detroit 
police officer and had done depositions 
“many times” and knew the “protocol.” 

When she was specifically asked for an 
email important to the case, she replied, 
“You know what, I might have left it out 
there.” 

“It’s a slippery darn piece of paper, I'll 
tell you,” DiPietro commented and then 
went off the record to discuss it with the 
MMRMA attorney Ethan Vinson. The 
email was produced. 

It was the May 2015 email chain 
between McClanahan and Karin LaMothe, 
executive assistant to Township Supervisor 
Linda Combs. 

A message from LaMothe to McClanahan 
is dated Friday, May 24, 2013 at 1:40 
p.m. and reads: “Paul Bevins, Jr., 11605 
Haggerty Road. Illegal commercial 
operations was reason for shut down; water 
was a Separate issue (with Wayne County 
septic).” It is signed Karin LaMothe. The 
reply to LaMothe from McClanahan is 
dated Monday, May 27, 2013 at 1:40 p.m. 
and says: “Hi Karin, Thank you!” 


(continued on page 16) 


Dudek Heating & Cooling 


Service and Installation 


Licensed and Insured + Free Estimates - Furnaces - Boilers 


Air Conditioning - Duct Work - Humidifiers - Water Heaters 
Generators - Electrical - Plumbing 


Keith Dudek : Owner 
11681 Rawsonville 
Belleville, MI 48111 


Office: (734) 461-6165 
Cell: (734) 730-9733 
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INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS 


CRAFT SHOWS FOR SALE MANUFACTURED HOMES FOR SALE SERVICES 


Craft & Vendor 
Show @ 


CLUBHOUSE e 


BELLEVILLA MEADOWS 
Saturday, Nov. 21: 
10am - 3pm 
955 Sumpter Rd. 
Belleville 


NOVEMBER 21, 9am-4pm. Belleville 


Moose, WOTM 1135. $25-8°/$20-5’ 
table. Juried, NO direct sales/coupon 
vendors. Call (734) 699-0649 or 


(734) 904-7729. 

CHRISTMAS CRAFT SHOW & Bake 
Sale. Saturday, November 21, 9am-4pm. 
Community United Methodist Church, 
11160 Olive St., Romulus, MI 


11/19 


11/19 


STAINED GLASS & holiday gift items at 
great prices. November 14-15 & 21-22, 
22 Pine Drive-VB Estates. (734) 771-8788 
Weekdays. 


FOR SALE 


ABSOLUTELY 
BRAND NEW! 


QUEEN PILLOW TOPS 
Still in 
wrapper! Never Been 
Used! No Room to 
Store. $195 

Call (734) 219-9715 


11/19 


Mattress Set. 


RABBITS: Beautiful spotted & solid 
color rabbits. Suitable for pets 
or meat. Different sizes & ages. 
Call (734) 697-4835. 11/19 
Whirlpool electric washer, good 
condition. Singer Sewing Machine. 
Sharp 24” color TV. Porcelain dolls & 
numerous hot wheels. (734) 697-5179 11/19 
°95 F150, extension cab, 351, auto, p/s, 
p/b, all power, 4x4, $3,700. Shp MTD 
yard machine chipper-shredder, $200. 
Shp, Cub Cadet esv220 chipper-shredder, 
vac/blower, $200. (734) 697-0528 


11/19 


C.V.A. OPTIMA.50 caliber muzzle loader 
with 3 to 9 power scope, many extras. $300. 
Call Jim (734) 223-7517. 


11/26 


PIGS FOR SALE. $2.40 a pound. Very 
lean pigs, weight about 225 pounds. 4 to 
choose from. Please call (313) 319-9978. 


Reasonable offers accepted. 11/26 


JAZZY MOBILE SCOOTER. Heavy 
duty. Brand new, never been used. 
Original price $3,000 - asking $500. 
Call (734) 740-0571. 

DINING ROOM SET w/chairs, 
$475. Wrought iron & glass table w/4 
chairs, $150. Large wall mirror, $150. 
(734) 941-7922 


VEHICLE FOR SALE 


RARE CLASSSIC 1988 Buick Reatta. 
111K, 3800 V6, auto, good condition, 
no rust, cold AC, leather, loaded. $4,500 
OBO. (734) 272-2412. 

1997 GMC SONOMA PICK-UP. Lady 
owner, new trans lines, brake lines, fuel 
lines, fuel filter, new tires. $1,900 OBO. 
Shelby (734) 693-5336. 11/26 


11/26 


11/26 


11/19 


WANTED 


WE BUuWT 
JUNE CARS 
7 Days A Week - CASH PAID! 
Affordable Towing Available Too! 
(734) 787-1444 


WANTED - ANY SIZE MEN’S JEANS 


for the homeless. Please drop off at 
Bladez’s 601 E. Huron River Drive. 


(734) 697- 5600 TEN 
WANTED - SMALL CONTAINERS 
of shampoo, toothpaste, etc. to take 
to homeless in Detroit. Drop off at 
Bladez‘s, 601 E. Huron River Dr. 
(734) 697-5600 TEN 
HEATED WORK SPACE - 500 to 


1,000 square feet. Six month duration 
for storage & electrical assembly. 
Call Lou (734) 697-4152. 11/26 
CLERGYMAN & WIFE looking for a 
2 to 3 bedroom house. Non-smokers and 
no pets. (517) 260-0844. 
FARM ACREAGE WANTED. Paying 
$80/acre and up. (269) 506-2018 12⁄3 


11/26 


BABY STROLLER, car seat, 

cabinet and 13” TV. (313) 525-5162 
FREE TO GOOD HOME. Three cats. 2 
males 6 months old and 1 female 2 years 
old. For info call (734) 219-2150 12/3 


curio 
11/19 


Visit our webste Re a ist of hones for purchase or 
lease starting at $550 
www.FranklinHomeSales.com 


Franklin 


Manufactured Homes ® Communities 


Belleville Manor 


734-699-7700 
Belleville Road just 1 mile north of I-94 


Van Buren Estates 
734-697-6159 


3 miles south of l-94 at the Rawsonville Exit 
Mohawk 


734-513-4108 
Joy Road between Middlebelt 
and Inkster 
*WAC. Restrictions apply. No cash value.See a Franklin Homes associate for details. 


FOR RENT 


1 BR. APT. 2nd Floor. Corner of 5th 
& Liberty St. $595/mo. plus security. 
Includes heat & water. 1 yr. lease. 


Must have good credit. No Pets. 
(734) 945-2409 TEN 
1 BEDROOM APT. All utilities 


included. $650/mo. (734) 942-0995. 


11/19 


11/26 


“History has shown us that strength may 
be useless when faced with terrorism.” 

— Capt. Jean-Luc Picard, 

Star Trek: The Next Generation 

(The High Ground - 1990) 


Notice to Advertisers: 

The Belleville-Area Independent will not be liable 
for failure to publish an ad as requested or for more 
than one incorrect insertion of an advertisement. 
In the event of any error or omission in printing or 
publication of an advertisement, you must notify 
us within five days of publication or on the date of 
insertion, if an ad is scheduled as part of a package, 
so there is time to correct subsequent publications. 
The Independent’s liability shall be limited to an 
adjustment for the cost of the space occupied by the 
error with a maximum liability being cancellation 
of the cost of the first incorrect advertisement or 
republication of the corrected advertisement. Under 
no circumstances shall the Independent be liable for 
consequential damages of any kind. 


SERVICES 


DEPENDABLE LAWN SERVICE. 
Fall clean-up. (734) 587-2410 or 
(734) 693-4712 11/19 
CARPET HEADQUARTERS Holiday 
Special. Free padding w/purchase of 
carpet & installation. Free estimates, 
fast friendly service, repairs, restretching, 
since 1979. Phil (734) 612-7570 


8/18/16 


A&L SERVICES 
Home Improvement & 
Handyman Service 
Painting, Drywall, Carpentry, 
Electrical, Plumbing, 
Ceramic Tile, Kitchens & Bath. 
Serving Belleville Since 
1995. Call Aaron Schultz 


@ 734-740-0628 


M.D. APPLIANCE 
SERVICE 


Refrigerators • Washers 
Dryers • Ranges 
$20 House Call 


Phone (734) 782-3354 


ROB'S GARAGE 
DOOR REPAIR LLC 


Family Owned & 
Operated. Serving 
The Belleville Area 

Since 1978. Call 


(734) 301-5959 


Consignments—Buy-Sell-Used-New 
Email: FFL48111@gmail.com 
Call: 734-740-0746 


CARPET 
HEADQUARTERS 


CHRISTMAS SPECIAL 
e Free Padding with purchase of Carpet 
and Installation. 
e Free Estimates & Consultation 
e 50% Off Furniture Removal 
e 50% Off Take Up Old Carpet & Disposal 
e Repairs and Restretching. 
° All Major Credit Cards Accepted. 


Phil @ 734-612-7570 


LOCAL HANDYMAN - SOME Jobs too 


LARGE - NO JOB too SMALL. 
Residential Power Washing. 
LICENSED & REFERENCES. 
(734) 765-9224 TEN 
GERRY’S SMALL ENGINE AND 
EQUIPMENT REPAIR. Tractors, 
garden, snow blowers, etc. 


(734) 461-0158 


11/26 
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INDEPENDENT 


CLASSIFIED ADS 


HomeFirst Certified 
Community is now hiring 
for a full-time Maintenance 
Tech. Must have experience 
and knowledge with 
property maintenance, 
including but not limited to; 
snow removal, lawn care 
and home maintenance. 
Please submit resume to: 
augwoods@comcast.net 


VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
If you love animals and have a 
couple of hours per é 
week, in the morning or \_/ 
afternoon, then Friends or 
of Michigan Animal Rescue 

of Sumpter Twp. would like’ 

to talk to you about joining our 
team of dedicated volunteers. 
Call Sandy at (734) 417-5117 or 
email seatonsandra@yahoo.com 


Maintenance Personnel 
Manufactured Home Company in 
the Belleville-Monroe area seeking 
to hire maintenance/service.Looking 
for 3 years experience in property 
maintenance; electrical, plumbing 
and carpentry experience required 
for repairs and maintenance of 
homes and common grounds. 
Equipment experience needed 
along with the ability to plow snow. 
Must have valid driver’s license; 
clean driving record and pass a drug 
test. Competitive salary, bonuses 
and benefit package. 

Please send resume to: 
staylor@franklincompanies.net 
or fax to: 734-699-7706 
or stop by Oakridge Estates 


AREA TRAINEE for local Real 
Estate Firm. For appointment call 
(734) 697-1800 TEN 
MAINTENANCE TECH: 
Great Pay / Benefits. APPLY: 


www.durhamschoolservices.com 
36540 Grant Road, Romulus, MI 48174. 
(734) 532-1600 Ext. 4. 


11/26 


Read The Newspaper 
On The Web! 
The Belleville-Area 


Independent New Website 
is Now Online! Visit us @ 


bellevilleareaindependent.com 


Minding 


Your Business 
with Bob Mytych 


Mail Center One on Sumpter Road in 
the Belle Plaza will be holding a ribbon- 
cutting ceremony tomorrow morning 
(Friday) at 11 a.m. with the Belleville 
Chamber of Commerce. The public is 
invited for refreshments and giveaways. 
For info, call (734) 325-7176. 


KKK 


The Belleville Area Chamber of 
Commerce has announced that its 8*- 
Annual Main Street Business Decorating 
Contest is now under way and you don’t 
have to be a chamber member to enter. 
Simply decorate your Main Street display 


windows or storefront by Thursday, Dec. 3, 
as judging will take place that evening after 
6 p.m. The winners will be announced just 
prior to the start of the Christmas Parade 
that Saturday. The first place winner will 
receive $100, $50 for second place and $25 
for third. This year’s theme for Winterfest 
is a Norman Rockwell Christmas. Call 
(734) 697-7151. 
kkk 

Unified Communities Credit Union on 
Main Street here in Downtown Belleville 
offers loan rates as low as 5.99 percent on 
loans up to $3,000 for 12 months. See their 
ad in today’s paper and call (734) 697- 
4800. 

Visit www.unifiedcommunitiesfcu.com 


kkk 


St. Joseph Catholic Church in Ypsilanti 
is holding a craft show this Saturday, Nov. 


Sumpter Township Public Notice 


Sumpter Township 
Regular Board Meeting Minutes 

October 27, 2015 
Meeting called to order at 6:30 pm showing present: 
Supervisor J. Morgan, Clerk Hoffman, Treasurer 
Bates, Trustees Oddy, P. Morgan, & Swinson. Also 
present: Attorney Young, Deputy Clerk Hurst and 
approximately 24 residents. 
3. Agenda: Motion by Hoffman supported by P. 
Morgan to approve the agenda as presented. Motion 
carried unanimously. 
4. Public comments on agenda items only. 
5. Minutes: 
A. Motion by P. Morgan, supported by Hoffman to 
approve minutes of the regular board meeting October 
13, 2015 with correction of warrants amount to be 
$520,198.25. Motion carried unanimously. 
6. Warrants: Motion by Bates, supported by P. 
Morgan to approve warrants totaling $882,094.56. 
Roll call vote: Yes: J. Morgan, Hoffman, Bates, 
Oddy, P. Morgan, & Swinson. Nay: None. Motion 
carried unanimously. 
7. Parks & Recreation/Chamber report: Motion 
by P. Morgan, supported by Oddy to approve the 
parks & recreation/chamber report as presented. 
Motion carried unanimously. 
8. Planning/Zoning report: Motion by P. Morgan, 
supported by Bates to approve the planning/zoning 
report. Motion carried unanimously. 
9. Board Response 
10. New Business: 
A. Motion by P. Morgan, supported by Bates to 
approve for Eric Christman & Sons to repair entrance 
steps & ramp at the police station for $15,000.00. 
Motion carried unanimously. 
B. Motion by P. Morgan, supported by Swinson 


to approve for Gabe Akans, Jamie Krushlin, Ron 
Barnette, Dan Montecinos, Chris Walter-Hamm to 
attend firefighter 1 & 2 at a cost of $3,250.00. Motion 
carried unanimously. 

C. Motion by Hoffman, supported by Swinson to 
approve to use the community center gym for a 
fund raiser for Russel LaPalme November 21, 2015. 
Motion carried unanimously. 

D. Motion by Hoffman, supported by Swinson to 
approve for Sumpter Seniors to use gym for craft 
show on November 6 & 7, 2015 to benefit Christmas 
party. Motion carried unanimously. 

11. Announcements 

12. Open Floor 

13. Adjournment: Motion by Hoffman, supported 
by P. Morgan to adjourn at 7:26 pm. Motion carried 
unanimously. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Clarence J. Hoffman Jr. 

Clerk 

CERTIFICATION 

I, Clarence J. Hoffman Jr.,Clerk of Sumpter Township, 
do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of 
minutes taken at a Regular Board Meeting of the 
Sumpter Township Board of Trustees on October 
27, 2015 at 6:30 pm at the Sumpter Township Hall, 
23480 Sumpter Road, Belleville, MI 48111, County 
of Wayne, and that said meeting was conducted and 
public notice of said meeting was given pursuant to 
and in full compliance with the Open Meeting Act, 
being Act 267, Public Acts of Michigan, 1976, and 
that the minutes of said meeting were kept and will be 
available as required by said act. 

Clarence J. Hoffman Jr., Clerk 

Publish: November 19, 2015 


Sumpter Township Public Notice 


Paid on Call Firefighters 


The Township of Sumpter is currently seeking Paid on Call Firefighters. 
Requirements: 
Must be 18 years of age 
High School Diploma (or GED equivalent) 


Must have valid Michigan Driver’s License 
Ability to meet prescribed physical/medical standards 
Must live in Sumpter Township or within a mile of its boundary 
Contact Information: 
For more information, or to file an application, contact Township of Sumpter, 
Clerks office, 23480 Sumpter Road, Belleville, MI 48111 @ 734-461-6201 


Clarence Hoffman Jr., Township Clerk 


Publish: 11-12-15; 11-19-15; 11-26-15 
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21, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at their Family 
Holy Center at 9425 Whittaker Road. 
A holiday luncheon will be served along 
with a bake sale, raffle, door prices and 
refreshments. Children can visit with Santa 
from 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

kkk 

Crafter Susan Carpenter will be holding 

a craft and vendor show this Saturday, Nov. 
21, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the clubhouse 
at Bellevilla Meadows manufactured 
home community at 955 Sumpter Road. 
The public is invited. 

kkk 

Today’ paper features an insert from 
Happy House Gifts, a Hallmark Store, 
in the Paint Creek Crossing Shopping 
Center at 2052 Whittaker Road. The store 
also sells gifts made in Michigan, keepsake 
ornaments, Yankee Candles, Life is Good 
clothing, child and newborn gifts and 
much more. They’re open Monday through 
Friday, from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m., Saturday, 
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., and Sunday, from 
noon to 5 p.m. 

Visit www.happyhousegifts.com and 
call (734) 662-9635. For info on how you 
too can have your flyer inserted into this 
newspaper, call me at (734) 699 9020. 

kkk 
Braun & Helmer Auction Service will 
be holding a Shop Auction on Tuesday, 
Nov. 24, beginning at 10 a.m. at 863 
Savage Road in Belleville. There’s four 
barns full of equipment and other items, 
including a 1976 Pontiac Firebird, a 1991 
Ford Mustang, older motorcycles, an 
IH Lo-Boy tractor with deck and lots of 
machine shop items. 
See their ad in today’s paper and visit 
wwwbraunandhelmer.com . 
iok 
Do you have a business item you would 
like to see in this column? There is no 
charge. Call Bob Mytych at (734) 699- 
9020 with your suggestion. 


“If stupidity got us into this mess, then 
why can’t it get us out?” 


— Will Rogers 


PUBLISHER'S NOTICE: 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Fair 
Housing Act which makes it illegal to 
advertise "any preference, limitation 
or discrimination based on race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status 
or national origin, or an intention, to 
make any such preference, limitation 
or discrimination." Familial status 
includes children under the age of 18 
living with parents or legal custodians, 
pregnant women and people securing 
custody of children under 18. 

This newspaper will not knowingly 
accept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. Our 
readers are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain of discrimination 
call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. 
The toll-free telephone number for the 
hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275. 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 
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Palace Politics 


(continued from page 13) 


The water was shut off at 7 p.m. on Friday, 
May 24, of Memorial Day weekend, and 
this email was sent to McClanahan on the 
afterrnoon just before the shutoff. 

DiPietro questioned what was the 
underlying discourse that took place that 
resulted in this email and McClanahan 
replied: “To be perfectly honest, I don’t 
remember because it’s been so long.” 

When he asked if she searched her emails 
for any additional emails concerning contact 
with LaMothe or anyone else concerning 
11605 Haggerty, McClanahan said no, 
despite the duces tecum on her subpoena. 

McClanahan said she doesn’t remember 
why she asked LaMothe for information. 

DiPietro said Supervisor Linda Combs 
had testified that she was aware of this 
water turn-off on May 24, 2013 and that 
she instructed LaMothe to inform Treasurer 
Budd of that information. 

When McClanahan insisted she couldn’t 
remember why she asked for information 
on the subject, DiPietro asked if she made 
any effort at all to look for any information 
concerning this location for this deposition, 
and she responded, “No.” 

She said, “There was no reason to. I have 
to go on what I remember at this point...” 

McClanahan did not produce this email 
for the deposition. DiPietro said he asked 
for this email six months earlier and he 
finally got it through the IT Administrator 
at the township, Steve Rankin. 

The email shows that officials knew of 
the evictions before the fact and that the 
evictions were for Bevins’ activities in his 
alternative lifestyle, not anything to do with 
a failing septic system. 

Police Sgt. Bart DeVos 

Police Sgt. Bart DeVos, who was the police 
night shift supervisor in 2013, testified in 
his deposition on April 25, 2014 that the 
water was first shut off to the motel on May 
24, 2013, the date of the eviction, and that 
Officer Fred Sweet assisted VBT Building 
and Water Departments. 

Someone turned the water back on so the 
water was shut off again and locked on June 
4, 2013, with Sgt. Louis Keele standing by. 

Sgt. DeVos said he pulled up all the 
information he could to find references to 
this incident he was being depositioned 


on. The records regarding every call to the 
address were produced. 

He said at roll call on May 25, 2013 he 
read a letter from Director Mullen directing 
police to evict anyone on the motel 
property. When people were found on the 
property, Sgt. DeVos testified that he called 
Mullen at home to confirm the removal of 
the subjects from the property. And, Mullen 
confirmed they should be removed and 
police removed them. 

Sgt. DeVos testified that he first was called 
to the address on May 11, 2013 following a 
complaint that a party was taking place. He 
checked it out and there were no parking 
violations and nothing else wrong. 

That was the night Bevins rented his 
residence to a Wiccan group who put up a 
lighted sign for a “Passion Fest.” 

The next time Sgt. DeVos came to the 
address was for the evictions. After that 
he said he was driving by and saw people 
there. He stopped and talked to Bevins 
because they were occupying the place. He 
said Bevins said if the people didn’t live 
there, they’d be homeless, so Sgt. DeVos 
told them to contact the building department 
and took no action. 

He said a dispatcher found Bevins’ site for 
Rebel’s Realm on the internet and showed 
it to police officers. 

Sgt. DeVos testified as far as he’s aware, 
based on his review of the records and 
his own personal experience that there 
has not been any illegal activity going on 
at that location during the 20 years of his 
employment as a VBT police officer. 

Karin LaMothe 

LaMothe testified to working at Van 
Buren Township. She resigned from her job 
as Combs’ assistant and then went back to 
work and then resigned again. That was in 
the second half of 2014. 

She and her family moved from VBT and 
have lived in Grosse Ile since April 2015. 
She now works at Northridge Church in 
Plymouth. 

LaMothe ran unsuccessfully for Clerk 
Leon Wright’s job in the 2012 election. 
When Combs asked her to become the 
supervisor’s executive assistant she was 
hesitant because she thought Wright might 
oppose her. He didn’t, but she said Trustees 
Miller and McClanahan voted against her. 

Combs promoted her to deputy supervisor 
in June 2013 and she was sworn in by 34" 


YO OR SAFETY IS OUR PRIORITY! 
LONNIE”S £5 
Aura REPAIR 


painin 3 9: ceca 


10% OFF: 


Lasor Over $100 | 


TH COUPON + LONNIE'S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 12-31-15, J! WITH COUPON + LONNIE'S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 12-31-15 ay 


(FREE FRONT END 
INSPECTION 


50 South Street at 5-Points, Belleville ° 734-325-7065 
Open Monday - Friday 8am - 6pm ° Saturday 9am - 1pm 


r 
Disc BRAKE SPECIAL 1 
Premium Paps & Rotors, IncLupes ! 


LABOR, STARTING AT $225 or Less! 
Most Cars. Restrictions Apply. 


i WITH COUPON + LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 12-31- tBeall 
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District Court Judge David Parrott. Then 
because of board pressure she was put back 
to being an executive assistant. 

She recalls she was shocked, but did not 
resign at that point. 

‘Tve been faulted by being too 
pollyannaish and I’m an idealist and it was 
a constant contention with the board and I 
just felt like I was always in the middle ... 
and it would probably be better if I left,” 
LaMothe said. “I felt like I was caught in 
the cross-fire.” 

She said she gave 30-days’ notice and 
then found out her husband had Lyme 
disease and he could no longer work and 
she needed to be the one working. So, she 
withdrew her resignation. 

She said some board members — Trustees 
Phil Hart and Reggie Miller — and the 
supervisor said they were really glad she 
decided to stay. 

She said board members continually said 
they were frustrated because of what they 
felt was a lack of communication from the 
supervisor. 

LaMothe said her husband returned to 
work and appeared stable with his health so 
she resigned as of November, 2014. 

“I just wanted to not be there anymore,” 
she testified. “I prayed and prayed and 
prayed and prayed and prayed about it and 
God said that is was okay for me to go.” 

DiPietro asked if Trustee Jahr was a 
problem for her and she said she didn’t 
recall. 

“Him and Sharry were a problem for 
Arthur Mullen, weren’t they?” DiPietro 
asked and she replied that she didn’t know 
if Mullen would say that was the case. 

“Well, he already did,” DiPietro said. “I’m 
asking you, if it was obvious that Palace 
Politics got him fired and that it was Jahr 
and Sharry that were behind it, yes or no?” 

LaMothe said she didn’t know. 

DiPietro said, “... that’s part of the cross- 
fire you were trying to get out from under, 
wasn’t it?” 

“I wanted to work in a job where I had 
peace every day,” LaMothe said. 

DiPietro noted that LaMothe didn’t want 
to be critical of township officials. 

“I want to take the high road and I want to 
forgive and I want to forget and I want to 
work in a church where I have peace every 
day,” LaMothe concluded. 


Birthdays 


Nov. 12 — Bob Coppock 

Nov. 23 — Cherie Wilson 

Nov. 26 — Dean Springer, Rowena Cooper 
Zimmerman 


SHOP AUCTION 
vay 


STUFFED 
FULL OF 
EQUIPMENT 
AND 


1976 Firebird V8 83K miles * 1991 
Ford Mustang 5.0 * IH Cub Lo-Boy 
Tractor w/ Deck * Complete Older 
Machine Shop including - Lathes, 
Mills, Surface Grinders & More * 
Older Motorcycles incl. Honda 300 
* Shop Equipment incl. 2 fork lifts 
* Antique Furniture * Pair of Older 
Snow Mobiles * 2 Older Golf Carts 

(1 gas, 1 elec) * Scrap * Household * 

and Much More! 


863 Savage Rd. Belleville MI 
Tuesday, November 24 at 10:00 am 


10% Buyers Premium 
Complete details w/pics @ 
BraunandHelmer.com 
David Helmer 734.368.1733 
Braun and Helmer Auction Service Inc 


BUDWEISER BOTTLES - $2, WINE AVAILABLE! 


CHINA KING 


45915 S. I-94 Service Dr., Belleville 


Next to the Belleville Post Office 


(734) 699-1550 


HOURS 
MON.-THURS. 11AM-10PM 
FRI. 11AM - 11PM 
SAT. 12PM-11PM 
SUN. 12PM-10PM 


HOTSPOT 


See our menu online at chinakingbelleville.com . 


DOUBLE COMBINATION PLATES - $9.50 
SINGLE COMBINATION PLATES - $6.75 - $7.25 


10% OFF ie oyun oir 


Any Entree (Includes Carry Out Orders) 


or Buffet Purchase Per Person 


CHINA KING COUPON l 
COUPON EXPIRES DECEMBER 31, , 2015 
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District Library 


(continued from page 3) 


she signed an option with the library to buy her 
building for $275,000 and that fell through. 

“I do want to sell my building,” Domas said, 
adding she was told it was worth $180,000 
to $200,000. She said she would sell it to the 
library for $200,000. 

She said there is a cost to relocate her business 
and she is reluctant to improve the building. 

“I don’t want to hold up the deal,” she said. 
“Td like the library to make a decision and go 
through with it.” 

She said the property is .32 acre, with 83.5’ 
frontage and 165’ deep. The building is 2,000 
square feet. 

In all three options, that property is used for 


parking. 
No comments were made on her offer. 

Architect Whisler said the original library 
plans, when it was to be a new building on 
the DNR lakeside property, called for 48,000 
square feet. It was reduced to 45,000 square 
feet for the election, but the plans never pared 
down. Now, it is being reduced to 30,000 
square feet. In bringing the plans from 48,000 
square feet to 30,000, they are cutting a third 
of the space out of the plans. 

Board secretary Joy Cichewicz, who also 
is building committee chairperson, said the 
city’s zoning ordinance requires a two-story 
building. 

Whisler said a reference in the ordinance says 
you can expand an existing one-story building 
and they won’t force you to do a two-story. 


Charter Township of Van Buren Public Notice 


POLICE VEHICLE AUCTION 


On Wednesday November 25", 2015, the Van Buren Township Police Department 
will conduct a public auction of impounded and abandoned vehicles. The auction 
will begin at 10:00 a.m. at J&T Towing and Storage, 287 Industrial Dr. Belleville 
MI, County of Wayne, where the following will be offered for sale to the highest 


bidder. 


2002 Chevrolet 4D 


2G1WW12EX29229004 


15-22346 


1984 Buick PA 


1G4AP69Y 1EH913379 


15-22502 


1992 Mitsubishi PA 


JA3XE74C2NY 032923 


15-2443] 


1995 Ford PU 


1FTCR14X4SPB17753 


2000 Cadillac 4D 


1G6KD54YXYU179049 


15-21310 


1997 Cadillac 4D 


1G6KD54Y 1VU238629 


15-21278 


2006 Chevrolet SW 


3GNDA23P968655432 


15-17759 


2002 Pontiac 4D 


1G2WP52K42F 151767 


15-16463 


1966 Ford PA 


6Y87Z128466 


15-2334] 


2000 | Dodge PU 


1B7HF13Z9YJ111217 


15-20493 


At 11:00 am. the auction 


will move to Great Lakes Towing and storage, 


42350 Van Born Rd. Belleville MI, County of Wayne, where the following vehicles 


will be offered for sale to the highest bidder. 


2001 Honda 4D 


1HGES16541L029740 


15-23349 


2008 Saturn SW 


3GSCL33P88S568391 


15-23292 


1997 | Toyota 4D 


JT2BG22K9V0023713 


15-23259 


1997 Honda MC 


JH2PC2137VM401918 


15-22680 


1991 Chevrolet PA 


1G1FP33EXML165761 


15-23469 


1992 | Mercury 2D 


IMEPM31X3NK636082 


15-23469 


2005 Ford PU 


1FTRX12W15FA23656 


15-23469 


2001 Ford SW 


2FMZA51411BB20839 


2004 Mitsubishi PA 


4A4MN21S14E085401 


15-22553 


2001 KIA PA 


KNAGD1268 15029046 


15-20618 


1999 | Volkswagen 4D 


WVWMA63B5XE351210 


15-21571A 


2001 Ford PU 


1FTRX18L01NA45662 


15-24625 


2006 Ford PU 


1FTRW14W16KD50406 


15-20522 


2002 Jaguar 4D 


SAJEAS1C42WC15426 


15-20450 


1999 Chevrolet 4D 


1G1JC5249X7288541 


15-20254A 


1995 Jeep SW 


1J4GZ5882S8C777234 


15-19822 


1998 Chevrolet 2D 


2G1WW12M2W9114393 


15-19645 


2004 Mazda 4D 


JM1BK12F841104567 


15-19003 


2007 Saturn SW 


5GZCZ33Z7788753 14 


15-18333E 


2009 Chevrolet 4D 


2CNDL13F396234227 


15-18333B 


2007 Jeep SW 


1J8GR48K27C588938 


15-17158 


” 


All vehicles are sold in “as is condition. 


Bidding on all impounded vehicles will 


start at the amount due for towing and storage. Vehicles may be deleted from this list 


at any time prior to the start of the auction. 


Leon Wright, CMC 
Van Buren Township Clerk 
Published: November 19, 2015 


Cichewicz said the city wants greater density 
and a more active downtown. 

Library Director Mary Jo Suchy and Deputy 
Director Hilary Savage have been working 
on cutting the building space down to 30,000 
square feet and Whisler said the cutting has 
been painful. He said the 30,000 square feet is 
“where we go from here.” 

As for computers, there are 19 now at the 
library and in the new version there would 
be 36 computers — 6 in the teen area, 8 in the 
youth area, and 22 for adults. 

Whisler said after a former meeting with 
the city he found there was “a mandate or 
preference” for a two-story building. 

Option A grows the present library to the east 
with a two-story addition. This option would 
require the H&B property as well as Main 
Street Computers (the former post office) for 
parking. Staff parking would be at the current 
entrance. A new front door entrance would be 
on Charles Street. 

Whisler said the shape would be a rectangle 
box 15’ away from the existing building. He 
said the city wants downtown buildings to not 
have pitched roofs, so there has to be a way to 
handle the water. The city wants lots of glass 
on the ground floor and narrow, tall windows 
upstairs, possibly in a Victorian manner. He 
said the present library is Mid-Century Modern 
in design and was built in 1953 and 1992. 

“We don’t want it to look like we took a 19" 
century brick building and attached it to Mid- 
Century Modern building,” Whisler said. 

He said the library could continue to be 
in business while the new addition is being 
constructed, which would save money. Then 
they would gut the old building and transform 
it, put in new boilers, and otherwise “heavy 
remodel.” 

Option B is a two-story addition to the west, 
which would go all the way to the old Van 
Buren Township fire hall and require vacating 
a part of Fourth Street. He said they may need 
to reroute underground utilities. 

Option C is a new building built on Fourth 
Street and the municipal parking lot with a new 
entry on an axis to greenspace, with possibly a 
fountain, on Fourth Street facing Main Street. 

Whisler said the library board is going to 
visit the Dexter Library on Dec. 4 to see a 
good example of a 30,000 square foot library. 

He said the Dexter Library is a block or so 
off Main Street. It is three stories tall, counting 
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the basement and 48-50 parking spaces. It is 
near a river. 

In Options B and C the overhead power 
lines along the alley would need to be put 
underground, a cost of about $211,000. He 
said it is “visually important.” 

He said they are being as mindful of the cost 
as they can. He said H&B is the only property 
that would come off the tax rolls in those 
options. 

He said Option A is the simplest to build, a 
rectangular box. Option B would cost more to 
run because there is more skin. 

“You might want to digest this,” Whisler said 
to the board. “And then there’s the meeting 
with the city.” 

He said the next step is to look at a more 
definite plan and zero in on a strategy. He 
said they can go east or west and have an 
addition or a new building. He said A is the 
least costly, B would cost more to operate, and 
C requires tearing down the present building, 
land acquisition, and utility considerations. He 
said it would be of robust construction and last 
50 to 100 years. 

He said Options A and B would still be robust, 
but they would be attached to a building from 
1953 and 1992. 

“We need to read the tea leaves and see what 
the communnity will think is acceptable,” 
Whisler said. 

“We have to move rather aggressively and 
need the extra meeting,” Cichewicz said. 

“We need to wrap it up by April or May for 
an educational campaign,” Whisler said. The 
board has been aiming for a November 2016 
bond vote. 

Board member John Juriga said Councilman 
Tom Fielder likes Option B. 

“This could be the first building to emulate 
the new downtown ordinance, so the city could 
say, ‘That’s kind of our vision for downtown,” 
Whisler said, adding a new building is a chance 
to start with a clean slate. 

Board member Mike Boelter, said he had a 
painting job in Dexter in the past and used to 
spend his lunch hours in the Dexter Library. 
He said the board should invite the city and 
two townships to look at the Dexter Library. 

“Its a model, same size, downtown area, 
and will give people an idea of what we are 
considering,” Whisler said. 
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Van Buren Township 


Police Dispatch Log 


Out of the 571 dispatch calls reported by Van Buren 
Township police this week, the following are selected 
for this column. 
Sunday, Nov. 8: 
0014 — motorist assist, Tyler Rd./Morton Taylor 
0053 — suspicious person, Belleville Rd. 
0929 — suspicious person, Lighthouse Dr. 
1005 — larceny, Huron River Dr. 
1046 — disorderly conduct, Jackson St. 
1157 — suspicious person, Parkwood Dr. 
1404 — juvenile complaint, Ash Dr. 
1448 — suicide or attempt, Outer Dr. 
1458 — private property accident, E. Sadie Ln. 
1606 — breaking & entering, Anna Dr. 
1654 — shots fired, Birch Dr. 
1809 — property damage accident, Belleville Rd. / 
Van Born Rd. 
1828 — private property accident, Belleville 
1909 — property damage accident, Savage Rd. / 
Martinsville Rd. 
1942 — fight, Rawsonville Rd. 
2027 — property damage accident, Ecorse/I-275 
2044 — harassment call, Maple Dr. 
2148 — vehicle repossession, E. Archwood Dr. 
2216 — sexual assault, Outer Dr. 
2316 — overdose, Patty Ln. 
Monday, Nov. 9: 
0004 — breaking & entering, E. Huron River Dr. 
0355 — breaking & entering, S. I-94 Service Dr. 
0543 — larceny, Lighthouse Dr. 
0720 — larceny, E. Huron River Dr. 
0809 — suspicious situation, E. Huron River Dr. 
1004 — private property accident, Parkwood Dr. 
1200 — unauthorized driving away of auto, S. 
Woodbury Dr. 
1224 — abandoned auto, Belleville Rd./N. I-94 
Service Dr. 
1525 — larceny, Park Estates 
1634 — fraud, Belleville Rd. 
1737 — juvenile complaint, Parkwood Manor 
1900 — suspicious situation, Anna Dr. 
1942 — noise complaint, Kirkridge Park Dr. 
1946 — disturbance, Denton Rd. 
2028 — shots fired, Ironwood Dr. 
2031 — fraud, Winding Pond Dr. 
2310 — assault & battery, S. I-94 Service Dr. 
2312 — malicious destruction of property, Richards 
Run 
Tuesday, Nov. 10: 
0046 — property damage accident, W. Huron River 
Dr. / Elwell Rd. 
0528 — larceny from auto, N. I-94 Service Dr. 
0953 — agency assist, Lake Villa Dr. 
1403 — assault & battery, Hamilton St. 
1748 — retail fraud, Belleville Rd. 
1911 — private property incident, J&T Towing 
1939 — private property accident, Ecorse Rd. 
1959 — mental, Belleville Rd. 
2322 — shots fired, Van Born Rd./Morton Taylor 
Wednesday, Nov. 11: 
0444 — personal injury accident, NB I-275/Ecorse 
0739 — agency assist, Van Born 
0850 — noise complaint, Village Green Ln. 
0903 — assault & battery, Morton Taylor Rd. 
1041 — larceny from auto, Hannan Rd. 
1219 — abandoned auto, Rawsonville Rd. 
1229 — abandoned auto, Village Green Ln. 
1405 — agency assist, Belleville Rd. 
1620 — personal injury accident, WB 1-94 / 
Haggerty 
1702 — trespassing, Parkwood Dr.. 
1712 — larceny, Belleville Rd. 
1802 — intimidation threat, S. I-94 Service Dr. 
1806 — motorist assist, Beck Rd./Ecorse Rd. 
1927 — fraud, Woodside Ct. 
2128 — fraud, Belleville Rd. 
Thursday, Nov. 12: 
0058 — suspicious person, S. Woodbuy Dr. 
0131 — assault & battery, Quirk Rd. 
0617 — breaking & entering, Westlake 
0626 — missing person, Van Buren St. 
0940 — suicide or attempt, Bemis Rd. 
1145 — suspicious situation, Maurice Dr. 
1148 — property damage accident, Belleville Rd. 
1206 — fraud, Westlake Cir. 
1224 — property damage accident, N. I-94 Service 
Dr. / Hannan Rd. 


1256 — property damage accident, Belleville Rd. 
1335 — fraud, Belleville Rd. 
1424 — fraud, Belleville Rd. 
1606 — suspicious situation, Rose Blvd. 
1615 — personal injury accident, Rawsonville / 
Bemis 
1710 — property damage accident, Belleville Rd. / 
Tyler Rd. 
1747 — suspicious person, Laguna Dr. 
1951 — property damage accident, Belleville/I-94 
2124 — breaking & entering, Village Green Ln. 
2218 — suicide or attempt, Outer Dr. 
2321 — intimidation threat, Tyler Rd. 
Friday, Nov. 13: 
0525 — suspicious vehicle, Tyler School 
0639 — property damage accident, Rawsonville Rd. 
/ Bog Rd. 
0814 — fraud, Savage Rd. 
0919 — suspicious situation, Ediston Lake Rd. / dead 
end 
1026 — larceny, Express Tire 
1134 — private property accident, Industrial 
1151 — juvenile complaint, Belle Pointe Dr. 
1533 — larceny, Westlake Cir. 
1631 — malicious destruction of property, 
Pebblebrook Dr. 
1758 — private property accident, Ecorse Rd. 
1931 — disorderly conduct, Belleville Rd. 
2154 — operating while intoxicated, Belleville Rd. 
2242 — malicious destruction of property, S. I-94 
Service Dr. 
2256 — noise complaint, Cherry Ln. 
Saturday, Nov. 14: 
0113 — larceny, Michigan Ave. 
0518 — unauthorized driving away of auto, Kirkridge 
Park Dr. 
0623 — property damage accident, Harmony Ln. 
1110 — assault & battery, Peachtree 
1147 — property damage accident, Belleville Rd. / 
S. 1-94 Service Dr. 
1240 — personal injury accident, EB 1-94/W. 
Haggerty 
1442 — noise complaint, Lighthouse Dr., cancelled 
1449 — private property accident, Willow Way 
1452 — property damage accident, W. Huron River 
Dr. / Hoeft 
1508 — larceny, Maple Dr. 
1646 — shots fired, S. Ponderosa Trl. 
1734 — personal injury accident, Michigan/Beck 
1957 — disturbance, Westlake 
2049 — suicide or attempt, Rogers Ave. 
2157 — trespassing, N. I-94 Service Dr. 
2241 — property damage accident, Belleville Rd. 
2338 — property damage accident, Morton Taylor 
/ Yost 
Also on this week’s log are 142 traffic stops, 40 of 
which were on the I-94 and I-275 freeways. 


Belleville Police 


Dispatch Log 


Sunday, Nov. 8: 

0011 — intrusion alarm, E. Huron River Dr. 

1155 — property damage accident, Menlo Park Dr. 
Monday, Nov. 9: 

0012 — warrant arrest, Huron/I-94 

0841 — assist fire dept., W. Columbia Ave. 

0844 — assist fire dept., W. Columbia Ave. 

1301 — narcotics crime, W. Columbia Ave. 

1302 — narcotics crime, W. Columbia Ave. 

1450 — narcotics crime, W. Columbia Ave. 

1451 — narcotics crime, W. Columbia Ave. 

1625 — property damage accident, Five Points 

1838 — welfare check, Menlo Park Dr. 

2251 — suspicious situation, Breakwater Dr. 
Tuesday, Nov. 10: 

0737 — vehicle lockout, Estrada 

1007 — assist citizen, W. Columbia Ave. 

1118 — assist citizen, W. Wabash Ave. 

1525 — intrusion alarm, Oxford Ct., cancelled 

1600 — parking complaint, Owen Intermediate Schl 

2111 — follow up, W. Columbia Ave. 
Wednesday, Nov. 11: 

0151 — property check, W. Columbia Ave. 

0235 — assist fire dept., W. Columbia Ave. 

0746 — intrusion alarm, E. Huron River Dr. 

0952 — agency assist, Sumpter 

1245 — E-911 cellular, Henry St./South St. 

1658 — property damage accident, N. Liberty St. 

1819 — assist fire dept., Santa Clara St. 
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2255 — welfare check, W. Columbia Ave. 
Thursday, Nov. 12: 

0316 — suspicious vehicle, Third St./Main St. 

1033 — parking complaint, N. Liberty St. 

1449 — fraud, South St. 
Friday, Nov. 13: 

0555 — intrusion alarm, Main St. 

1114 — property damage accident, Main St/High 

1244 — suspicious situation, Oakwood Medical 

Clinic 

1254 — found property, Main St. 

1507 — assist fire dept., Sumpter Rd. 

2349 — disorderly conduct, Five Points 
Saturday, Nov. 14: 

0224 — suspicious person, N. Liberty St./Third St. 

0527 — intrusion alarm, Third St. 

0702 — assist fire dept., Loza Ln. 

0925 — assist fire dept., Menlo Park Dr. 

1032 — assist fire dept., Sumpter Rd. 

1235 — intrusion alarm, Belle Villa Blvd. 

2235 — operating while intoxicated, Main St. / 

Denton Rd. 
Also on this week’s log are 52 traffic stops. 


Sumpter Township 


Police Dispatch Log 


Sunday, Nov. 8: 
0110 — noise complaint, 49000 bl. Willis Rd. 
0123 — fight, 51000 bl. Willis Rd. 
0332 — juvenile complaint, 40000 bl. Willis Rd. 
0754 — assist other agency, out of township 
1038 — animal complaint, 6000 bl. of Oakville Waltz 
Rd. 
1231 — traffic hazard, Wear/Sherwood 
1321 — larceny, 24000 bl. Clark Rd. 
1351 — civil dispute, 25000 bl. Clark Rd. 
1628 — civil dispute, 18000 bl. Elwell Rd. 
1638 — well-being check, 43000 bl. Harris Rd. 
1640 — alarm, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd. 
1746 — animal complaint, Sumpter/Clay 
1950 — juvenile complaint, 40000 bl. Willis Rd. 
2147 — alarm, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd. 
Monday, Nov. 9: 
0506 — fire dept. assist, Nevada 
1348 — assault, 40000 bl. Willis Rd. 
1453 — civil dispute, 47000 bl. Bemis Rd. 
1556 — citizen assist, Rustic Ln. 
1800 — fire dept. assist, 46000 bl. Bemis Rd. 
1920 — well-being check, Oregon 
2139 — alarm, 29000 bl. Karr Rd. 
2149 — threats complaint, Oregon 
Tuesday, Nov. 10: 
0550 — fire dept. assist, 45000 bl. Judd Rd. 
0824 — larceny, 23000 bl. Karr Rd. 
0930 — animal complaint, Judd/Haggerty 
0949 — citizen assist, Rustic Ln. 
1136 — subpoena service, Wyoming 
1321 — citizen assist, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd. 
1422 — assist other agency, 9300 bl. Rawsonville 
1504 — civil dispute, 25000 bl. Clark Rd. 
1652 — shots fired, 46000 bl. Willow Rd. 
1704 — property damage accident, Oakville Waltz 
/ Sumpter 
1753 — assist other agency, 42000 bl. Arkona Rd. 
1902 — citizen assist, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd. 
2039 — animal complaint, 21000 bl. Martinsville 
Wednesday, Nov. 11: 
0920 — assist other agency, 47000 bl. Wear Rd. 
1315 — malicious destruction of property, Karr / 
Oakville Waltz 
1330 — suspicious incident, 46000 bl. Harris Rd. 
1442 — animal complaint, 43000 bl. Judd Rd. 
1446 — suspicious person, Sumpter/Kozma 
1614 — civil dispute, Greenmeadow 
1616 — fire dept. assist, 42000 bl. Bemis Rd. 
1741 — alarm, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd. 
1847 — malicious destruction of property, Second 
St. 
2149 — warrant arrest pick up, out of township 
2231 — warrant arrest pick up, Rawsonville/Bemis 
Thursday, Nov. 12: 
0717 — traffic hazard, Bemis/Odyssey 
0811 — assist other agency, Savage/Harris 
1025 — fire dept. assist, Carriage Ln. 
1231 — suspicious incident, Colorado 
1516 — well-being check, 44000 bl. Willow Rd. 
1749 — citizen assist, Oakville Waltz/Carleton West 
1928 — civil dispute, 40000 bl. Willis Rd. 
1946 — suspicious vehicle, 26000 bl. Sherwood Rd. 


2140 — fire dept. assist, New Mexico 

2320 — property damage accident, Oakville Waltz 
/ Karr 

2333 — fire dept. assist, 45000 bl. Judd Rd. 
Friday, Nov. 13: 

0023 — alarm, 8300 bl. Rawsonville Rd. 

0340 — suspicious person, Crandell/Willis 

0400 — suspicious person, Texas 

0921 — assist other agency, 39000 bl. Judd Rd. 

1052 — assist other agency, Rawsonville/Willis 

1141 — suspicious incident, Ohio 

1150 — suspicious vehicle, Sumpter/Dunn 

1220 — shots fired, 46000 bl. Arkona Rd. 

1549 — civil dispute, 43000 bl. Harris Rd. 

1612 — fire dept. assist, Second St. 

1643 — suspicious incident, 24000 bl. Elwell Rd. 

2020 — warrant arrest pick up, Sumpter/Judd 
Saturday, Nov. 14: 

0046 — assist other agency, out of township 

0056 — citizen assist, Rawsonville/Judd 

0314 — suspicious person, 23000 bl. Martinsville 

0640 — citizen assist, 19000 bl. Haggerty Rd. 

0656 — suspicious incident, 44000 bl. Judd Rd. 

0821 — animal complaint, 43000 bl. Willow Rd. 

0919 — citizen assist, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd. 

1549 — fire dept. assist, Savage/Harris 

1734 — citizen assist, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd. 

1744 — subpoena service, 51000 bl. Willow Rd. 

2114 — subpoena service, 51000 bl. Willow Rd. 

2224 — suspicious incident, 10000 bl. Rawsonville 

2254 — warrant arrest pick up, 9900 bl. Rawsonville 
Rd. 
Also on this week’s log are 18 follow-up investigations, 
19 miscellaneous details, 147 patrol checks, and 94 
traffic stops. 


Two Savage teachers 
get $100 grants to buy 
books for their school 


Classroom libraries are an important 
tool for educators working to instill a life- 
long love of reading in young students. 
Building and maintaining an effective 
library, with a diverse offering of genres 
and titles to appeal to a wide variety of 
students, can be an expensive undertaking 
and many teachers end up using their own 
money to purchase basic supplies for their 
classrooms, including books. 

To help educators this year, the Meemic 
Foundation, a non-profit organization 
created by Meemic Insurance Company, 
teamed up with Scholastic Book Fairs® 
and Krumm Agency to give area teachers 
the opportunity to receive a $100 grant for 
books. 

Tonya Porzonek and Amy Reeves of 
Savage Elementary School both received 
Scholastic Book Fair grants for their 
school. The Scholarship Book Fair grants 
from the Meemic Foundation provide 
recipients $100 additional dollars to spend 
at their in-school or online book fair event. 
They can also be used at Scholastic Book 
Fairs Warehouse sales, Scholastic Reading 
Club and the Scholastic Store online. 
“We know that the teachers in this 
community give so much of themselves to 
help students,” said Bethann Krumm. “We 
are thankful to Meemic and Scholastic 
Book Fairs and excited to be able to work 
with them to offer financial support to the 
teachers in our community that are working 
to get students excited about reading.” 

The Meemic Foundation has been 
offering financial assistance in the form of 
grants to schools and educators for more 
than 20 years. 
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Betty Byrd Parkinson celebrates 100" birthday with motorcycle ride 


Betty Byrd Parkinson lives in her home 
on land in Van Buren Township that was a 
part of the 400-acre family farm on which 
she was born 100 years ago on Nov. 9. 

As a girl living on that farm she recalls 
fun days of swimming with her friends the 
Bitnars and the Gardners. They, of course, 
were swimming in what at that time was 
known as the Huron River out of which 
Detroit Edison developed Belleville Lake. 

She attended schools in Belleville and 
graduated from Belleville High School. 
Midge Artley was one of her very bright 
classmates and Midge often commented 
that Betty was the smartest student in the 
high school in all academic areas. 

After graduating, she worked as a 
bookkeeper at the coal company in 
Belleville, earning $7 a week, and worked 
six days a week from 8 to 6. She married 
and has three children, Bill, Kay, and Phil. 

Later in life she worked at Jacobson’s 
in Ann Arbor. Following that she was 
employed at the University of Michigan 
as secretary for the Dean of the School 
of Engineering and she retired from that 
position. One of her desires after retirement 
was to experience a ride in a hot air balloon 
and so up she went. Nothing can hold Betty 
down. 

She has been an active person in her 
retirement as she swam many laps at the 
Belleville High School pool, took advantage 
of the treadmill at the gym, walked miles 
in Belleville, and at the age of 96 she raked 
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and bagged 140 large bags of leaves. 

On one occasion when she was 86 her 
neighbor saw her on the roof leaning over 
the edge to clean her gutters. She had 
removed an extension ladder from her 
basement and by the time he got to the roof 
she had almost completed the job. 

Betty was not all work and no play, as she 
enjoyed her bowling league with special 
friends. They called their bowling team the 
“Gutter Busters.” 

Betty was fearless and every fall she 
would head out all alone across the 
Mackinac Bridge to the Upper Peninsula to 
enjoy the color. She would go all the way 
up to spend the night at Copper Harbor. 
When she went on tours to Hawaii and 
Canada she did not require a companion, 
but confidently signed up for the trip and 
enjoyed every moment. At the age of 96 
she bravely allowed her neighbor Mike to 
give her a ride on his motorcycle. She had 
another of those rides last week in honor of 
her coming 100" birthday. 

Watch the streets, folks, because you 
never knew when Biker Betty will come 
riding through Belleville on her way to 
New Boston. A few years a go she had the 
privilege of being one of the grand marshals 
for the annual Strawberry Festival Parade 
along with her classmate Midge. 

Betty became a member of the Belleville 
Methodist Church on Nov. 9, 1922. Yes, 
she has been committed to this same 
congregation for 93 years. She continues 
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to remember and pray for a long list of 
folks. One friend recalls that a few years 
back they had started wearing name tags 
at church. Betty commented that she might 
wear hers upside down so that she could 
always be able to look down at it and tell 
who she was. You see, she is quite witty 
and has a good sense of humor. After her 
retirement, she found ways to be of help to 
others. She would gather together people 
who were alone for holidays and share 
meals with them. She bought and delivered 
groceries to folks who could no longer do 
their own shopping and provided rides for 
those who could no longer drive. Betty 
remembers going to lunch after church 
many times with Marian Kuchta, the 
mother of Rosemary Otzman who is the 
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Pe 4. sete a Photo by Martha 
Conley 

7 m’ [a 
a Betty Parkinson rides 
on the back of Michael 
O’Boyle’s motorcycle 
to celebrate her 

100" birthday. She 
stopped off to visit the 
Methodist Church’s 
study group. 


Independent editor. 

Betty is a creative person. She verbally 
shared with one of her friends the stories 
that she wrote during the nights when she 
was unable to sleep and when her eyesight 
no longer allowed her to write them on 
paper. They were of such quality and detail 
that they could have become books or 
movies. The friend only regrets that she did 
not have them recorded. This same friend 
also has beautiful knitted afghans created 
by her dear friend Betty Parkinson. 

Yes, she is creative, caring, giving, and 
we would be remiss not to mention that she 
is fiercely independent. When you visit her, 
she always says, “Don’t you worry about 
me. You take care of yourself because that 
is what is important.” -- Mary Hoff 
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SUMPTER TOWNSHIP SUMPTER TOWNSHIP 42060 rv WILLIS 3.7 ACRES $45,000 VAN BUREN TOWNSHIP AND SEWER PRICED RIGHT $15,900 
WEAR ROAD 10 ACRES 549,900 | 43884 BEMIS PAVED RD BUIDABLE LOT $27,500] WILLOW ROAD 1.36 ACRES $25,000 1739 SAVAGE PAVED ST 1.02 ACRES $35,000] 49809 BOG 2.74 ACRES $49,500 
ELWESORB! AC owas sieco 595,000 | 24409 SHERWOOD 1.15 ACRES $30,000] BOHN NEAR DUNN 5 ACRES $29,000 |15880 HAGGARBW 10.53 ACRES $95,000] $900 DELLOR 1.81 ACRES $40,000 


Friends & Neighbors 


PRICING EVENT 


MSRP before discounts * MSRP before discounts 
Friends and Neighbors Price Friends and Neighbors Price 
Less Retail Customer Cash Less Retail Customer Cash 


* Less Ford Credit Customer Cash ™ Less Ford Credit Customer Cash 
* Friends and Neighbors Net Price ” Friends and Neighbors Net Price 
Total Value Total Value 


* MSRP before discounts 

* Friends and Neighbors Price 
Less Retail Customer Cash 
Less Retail Bonus Cash 
Less Bonus Cash 

*All prices exclude taxes, title, registration, and document fees. Customer Cash applies to purchases. Take new retail delivery from y Less Ford Credit Customer Cash 


Friends and Neighbors Net Price dealer stock by 1/4/16. See dealer for residency restrictions and complete program details. **Ford Credit financing required. Not all a Friends and Neighbors Net Price 


buyers will qualify for Ford Credit financing. Take new retail delivery from dealer stock by 1/4/16. Additional incentives may apply. 


* 


MSRP before discounts 
Friends and Neighbors Price 
Less Retail Customer Cash 

* Less Ford Credit Customer Cash 


Total Value See dealer for residency restrictions, qualifications and complete program details. Total Value 


Atchinson Ford Sales, Inc. 
9800 Belleville Rd. : 
Belleville, MI 48111 www.atchinson.net 


